Skyline College

Course number: SPAN 140 
Course title: Advanced Intermediate Spanish

Division: Language Arts (650) 738-4202
Day and time: Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:10-12:25
Classroom: Building 8- Room 8317
SPAN 140 AA CRN# 91648 
Units: 03 fixed units

Instructor: “Profesora” Luciana Castro (Coordinator of Foreign Languages) 

Instructor’s telephone number: (650) 738-4407 (ALWAYS LEAVE YOUR NAME AND A NUMBER TO WHICH I CAN CALL ANYTIME, DAY OR NIGHT)

Email address: castrol@smccd.net
Website: http://www.smccd/accounts/castrol (or Look at the Skyline College website main page and look under Luciana Castro)

Instructor’s Office Number and Office Hours: Building 8- 2nd floor- 8215 Mondays and Wednesdays 9-10 AM Monday through Friday and by appointment. (Schedule changes will be posted).
1. Course prerequisites: Satisfactory completion of SPAN 130 or equivalent.  Conversation and composition, review of grammar, reading of Spanish and Latin-American literature.  Plus one hour/work by arrangement.
2. Course classification: Credit course applicable to the Associate Degree.  The three fixed units are transferable to CSU (C2) and UC.

3. Available support services:

Tutorial Assistance Program in the Learning Center at Building 5: Contact Mr. Felix Perez (650) 738-4140 (director) or email him at perezf@smccd.net (Ask for information about the “Language Sharing” and Individual tutorial groups)

4. Required Textbook: Aparisi, Blanco y Rinka REVISTA Vista Higher Learning, 2nd edition, 2008. 
5. Recommended Text and online instructional materials: 501 SPANISH VERBS by Kendris Barron’s Educational Series (available in major bookstores) and a basic Spanish dictionary (HARPER-COLLINS appreciated)
· McGraw-Hill website for ENTREVISTAS : http://www.mhhe.com/entrevistas2

· Real Academia Española: http:// www.rae.es (online dictionary and verb conjugation)

· Spanish televisión channels.  Telemundo T48 (local channel 18 KSTS), and  Univision ( Channel 14)
6. Skyline Bookstore Phone Number: (650) 738-4211

7. Course Description: The three units of Spanish 140 are transferable.  Spanish 140 is open to students who satisfactorily completed SP 130 or  equivalent.  

This is an advanced intermediate course in Spanish grammar, sentence structure, idioms, cultural and historical aspects naturally intertwined with the language, introduction to honorifics, respectful and informal treatment. In this class reading works of modern Spanish and Latin-american authors; review of grammar; collateral reading of Latin-American literature.  Plus one hour by arrangement.There is also a review of intermediate vocabulary and discussions about contemporary issues related mainly but not only to the Spanish-speaking world.
In this class, students practice Spanish structures and active vocabulary in oral and written pattern drills in addition to reading comprehension and listening comprehension.  Conversation is based on presentations and interviews.  Different customs, traditions, folklore and different cultural issues from the Spanish-speaking world are emphasized.  Honors students will do a research project and they will also make an in class presentation.
8. Course Objectives (Goals):  By the end of the course students will:

• Continue to strengthen foundation in all aspects of language acquisition: speaking, listening, reading and writing. 

• Continue to build oral and written proficiency based upon correctness in rhetorical modes such as narration, description, comparison, explanation, and direction. 

• Compare different values, customs and life styles in the Spanish-speaking communities. 

• Read, comprehend and critique literary texts. 

• Continue to develop proficiency in producing statements in Spanish and translating them, to drill the advanced intermediate vocabulary learned in every literary text. 

• Debate opinions about literary texts and contemporary issues. 

(The source for the aforementioned text is: http://www.sil.org/lingualinks/LANGUAGELEARNING/ACTFLProficiencyGuidelines/ACTFLGuidelinesSpeakingInterme.htm)

9. Student Learning Outcomes:

After successfully completing the course SP 140, the dedicated students, i.e., the ones who follow this syllabus and the instructions of the professor in addition to the rules of the Skyline College Code of Conduct posted in the Skyline College Catalog will be able to:
• Enhance their cultural awareness through literary texts. 

• Compare scenarios in regards to socio-political-economic issues between their own culture and the others in the Hispanic world. 

• Compare different values, customs and life styles in the Spanish-speaking-world with appreciation for modern Spanish American and Latin American authors. 

• Write, read and comprehend texts dealing with a variety of advanced intermediate language and social issues, styles and literary currents of Spanish American and Latin American literatures with an increasing understanding of them. 

10. Methods of Instruction or required student preparation:


The material of most of the chapters of REVISTAS will be covered.  The class will be conducted based on the group dynamics mainly in Spanish.  A combination of methods will be used.  Therefore, the instructor will decide when it is prudent to review the material and when to schedule graded evaluations.  A tentative schedule is posted in the last part of this syllabus.


Discussions, debates, real-life situations simulations, small-group activities (with two or three students), cultural readings, videos, and oral presentations are the main part of the class.  The interactive method is used.  


You should come to class ready to answer and ask questions daily only in regards to the given material related to SP 140.  Assignments will be collected in the set dates they are supposed to be submitted or students will lose points.  If you do not understand the assignment, please look for help in the TLC with the Tutorial Assistance Program or contact Professor Castro.

11. Course Attendance Policy:  Heritage speakers of Spanish and students who are fluent in Spanish in any of the four basic skills are encouraged to take SP 140. 

Attendance and Instructor oriented participation are the keys to success in this class. If you are absent in more than twice the number of hours scheduled for the class, (in SP 140, 6 full days), the instructor reserves the right to either lower your final grade from 5 to 10 % ( depending on the amount of additional classes you miss), or remove your name from the class roll.  You are required to file a drop or withdrawal slip with the Office of Admissions and Records; if you fail to do so, you will receive a grade of F for the class.

Please call or email the instructor before the scheduled class meeting if you are unable to come to class.

12. Make-up and extra-credit policy: All assignments are due the dates they are scheduled to be submitted to the professor.  If late, the grade of the assignment will be lowered up to 10% depending on the delay. A ten-day-delay is the maximum allowed).  If an extenuating circumstance requires you to be absent (e.g. you have the flu, your employer requires you to miss class, there is a death in your family) you may submit your assignment via email or you may leave it in Prof. Castro’s mailbox or hand it to me personally before the due date or in a date arranged between you and the instructor.  It is your responsibility to ensure that your assignment reaches the professor.  I will acknowledge the receipt of the assignment by telling you in class, over the phone or via email.


You may earn extra credit by doing the optional extra credit project and assignments offered throughout the semester. There will be very limited opportunities for extra credit.  Take advantage of them.  Extra credit work will compensate a missed quiz or any extra absence.

13. Course Conduct Policy:   Cell phones must be turned off during class.  No chewing gum. No eating.  No professional insubordination of any kind. No talking during lectures. When another student is presenting, listen actively and encourage him/her.  You are also responsible for adhering to the Code of Student Conduct outlined in the College Catalog. See http://www.Skylinecollege.edu/sts/hadbook/pdf_Files?StudentHandbookDisciplinaryCodes_Regulations.pdf 
Disruptive behavior is any behavior that interferes with the instructional, administrative, or service functions of the College and our SP 140 class.  Assessing disruptive behavior can be highly subjective.  For example, some behavior patterns, such as students talking in class, interrupting the discussion or having their cellular phones on can be very disruptive to the instructor and other classmates.  Actually there is a wide range of disruptive behavior that can be hurtful and stressful to the whole class and must be avoided.  Students who engage in this kind of behavior will be asked to leave the classroom immediately and they should not contest it.  The students’ presence in the class show that they accept the aforementioned conditions and rules.

14. Academic Integrity

The work you submit/present must be your own. The Skyline College Catalog has a complete statement defining cheating and plagiarism. If you are caught cheating or plagiarizing another person’s work, you may be disciplined in one or more of the three following ways:

1. you may be given an F on the assignment, 

2. you may be given an F in the course, or 

3. you may be referred the to College Disciplinarian for further sanctions which range from a warning to expulsion from Skyline College.   

15. Course Evaluation

This course may be taken for a letter grade only:

Attendance, Participation and oral presentations: Relevant and constructive participation in class is crucial.  Students will have many opportunities to participate in discussions and class activities which will be graded based on grammatical and structural accuracy and coherence. 25%
Paragraphs, dialogues and compositions should be complete. 15%

Homework: 15%

Quizzes and Research projects for Honors students: 35%.  There will be five and the lowest grade will be dropped.  So, therefore only four quizzes will be counted towards your final grade. There will be no open book quizzes and red or pink pen is prohibited in any kind of work.  Make-up quizzes can be given only at the instructor’s discretion or availability
Final Exam: 10%.  The possibility of a make-up final is very remote.

Make up quizzes may be given at the Instructor's discretion and availability.  If a student misses a class when there is a quiz, the arrangement for a make-up quiz must be worked out ahead of time.

I use this grading scale for objective quizzes and final exam.  (I do not round up; a grade of 89 is a B.)
A 
90-100

B
80-89


C
70-79

D
60-69

F
< 60

For a composition, dialogue, oral presentation or paragraph a Grading Rubric will be followed.

All assignments must be typed in 12-point font.  Be sure to use the spell and grammar check features on your computer, but do not rely on them because they sometimes miss errors.  

                                                                                                                                                                        An A-paper is written with no major mistakes or weaknesses, is excellent overall, makes its points clearly and with good support, and is easily understood by the reader.  It also clearly and distinctly addresses the assignment.

A B-paper is written with more strengths than weaknesses; its weaknesses are distinctive but do not distract very much from the overall meaning.  There may be a few errors in providing support for the assignment’s arguments but the overall reasoning is good.  It clearly addresses the assignment.

A C-paper is written inconsistently with as many weaknesses as strengths.  The errors may distract from the meaning and minimal support may be provided for arguments.  Overall reasoning is fair.  It addresses the assignment.

A D-paper shows more weaknesses than strengths.  Errors distract from the meaning and may interfere with a reader’s understanding of the assignment.  Very little support may be provided for arguments.  The paper minimally addresses the assignment.

An F-paper shows no strengths and many errors in structure and reasoning.  There is no support for arguments.  The paper does not address the assignment.  (Please note that plagiarized papers from websites most often do not specifically address the assignment.) 

All quizzes and tests will be a combination of writing sentences in Spanish as dictated by the instructor, answering questions using complete sentences, translating sentences from English to Spanish and vice-versa, creating simple paragraphs in Spanish, and answering questions on Spanish and Latin American culture.   Homework and group assignments will vary and will be evaluated based on correct use of grammar, accents, and spelling and on the level of difficulty of the composition.

Honors projects:  In case some students are in the class and want to get Honors credit they should speak to Prof. Katharine Harer 

(650) 738-4412   harer@smccd.edu)   and   then with Professor Castro.   Special projects will be assigned to him/her. 

All graded evaluations will be worth 100 points with different weight. (Times 1 if it is homework, times 2 if it is a final exam, times 3 for the sum of four quizzes).

PLEASE ALLOW THE INSTRUCTOR AT LEAST ONE WEEK TO RETURN GRADED EVALUATIONS BACK TO YOU.

16. DISABILITIES:  “In coordination with the DSPS office, reasonable accommodation will be provided for eligible students with disabilities.  If you do not yet have an accommodation letter, please contact the DSPS office at (650) 738-4280”.

Observation: To help you succeed in the course you can use the available support services, for example, the Reading Writing Center, the Library and also the Tutorial Assistance Program in the Learning Center.  


The ATTENDANCE, PARTICIPATION, PRODUCTIVE WORK IN CLASS AND FOR THE CLASS are   essential.  THE STUDENTS WILL BE GRADED ON A WEEKLY BASIS.  IT CAN BE A VERY FUN SEMESTER.  IF YOU WORK AS RECCOMMENDED THIS CLASS WILL WORK FOR YOU.

17. Suggestions: 

1. Write your vocabulary words on flash cards so that you may study them whenever or wherever you may be.

2. Rent Spanish movies and listen to audiotapes so that you can become more acquainted with different accents and intonations and also accustomed to the Spanish language sooner.  These will be good listening comprehension exercises.

3. Keep this syllabus with your daily classroom materials during the semester for clarification.  This is a document that serves as a contract between the student and the college in regards to this class.

4. Keep your returned corrected assignments until the very end of the semester until you check your final grade on WEBSMART. They would serve as evidence to show what grade you should indeed get in case of an error in the system.
18. Schedule (Weeks of August 18 – December 18)
August 18

Introduction to the course
August 25

Chapter 1
September 2

Video and Chapter 1 

    08

Review and Quiz 1 

    15

Chapters 2 / Project submission and presentation 

    22

Chapter 2 

    29

Review and Quiz 2
October 06

Chapter 3 

   13

Review

   20

Chapter 3 

   27

Review and Quiz 3
November 03
Video and chapter 4
               10

Chapter 5
               17

Review and Composition
               24

Chapter 6
December 01
Research project
      08
Film, review and presentations

      15

Final Exam on Tuesday, December 16, 11:10-1:40.
NOTE: All quizzes are scheduled to allow flexibility for additional review as student needs dictate.  The Instructor will inform you of the actual date of the quiz and will review the subject matter the week before the quiz.

This syllabus is subject to change due to unforeseen extenuating circumstances (e.g., instructor illness, closure of the college.
Final Exam: Tuesday, December 16, 11:10-1:40
(Make-up finals are not allowed)

