FALL 2011				PHIL 160

Dr. Carlos A. Colombetti		History of Western Philosophy:  Ancient & Medieval		
colombetti@smccd.edu 		CRN:  91223		MWF  11:10 – 12:00      room: 1-111
(650) 738-4394			office hours:  room 1-213  MW: 1:30-2:30 / TR: 11-12 / F: 12-1
_________________________________________________________
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Course Description
This course presents a historical and critical survey of Western philosophy from the time of the Pre-Socratics, through the classical period, and into the medieval period.  We will study works by Plato and Aristotle, as well as Epicureans, Stoics, and Skeptics.  We will also study the work by Christian philosophers, including Augustine, Anselm, and Aquinas.


Required Texts
Main text:  Norman Melchert, The Great Converstion, 5th edition  (Oxford 2007) --Chapters 1-13.
Also:
  	Plato, Republic  (books 1, 4, 5, 6, and 7) 	  Translation by G.M.A. Grube.
Aristotle, Nichomachean Ethics (1, 2, 8)   Translation by Martin Ostwald.
  	Epictetus, Enchiridion    Translation online:  http://classics.mit.edu/Epictetus/epicench.html

Recommended internet sources:  Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy 
  Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy 

Course Requirements
Study two hours for each hour of class (about 6 hours per week).  Read twice.  Read before class.
Exams   
There will be 4 exams, each worth 100 points, based upon the readings and lectures.
Exams will consist of multiple choice questions and an essay. 
Essay
An essay of 5-6 pages is worth 100 points (10 point deduction if late).     
Attendance and Participation
Worth 30 points max.   To earn the maximum points: come to class regularly and on time, contribute to discussions.  You should have no more than 4 unexcused absences, after which 10 points per day will be deducted (up to 30).

Grade Scale
A = 477 - 530 points      B = 424 - 476      C = 371 - 423      D = 318 - 370      F = 0 - 317  

Academic standards:  Plagiarism or cheating will result in an F grade (0 points) and possible disciplinary action.  It is your responsibility to be informed.
Withdrawal policy:  Do not assume that you will be automatically dropped if you stop coming to class.  If you wish to drop, you must do so on WebSMART.  Failure to drop in a timely manner may result in an F grade in the course.
Make up and late work policy:  Late essays are deducted 10 points unless student has a valid excuse.
Missed exams can be made up by arrangement.
To receive an incomplete (“I” grade) student must have taken at least two exams with a passing grade.
Extra Credit:  No extra credit assignments will be available for this course.  Your best strategy for success is to study the text, maintain a steady pace of work, write good essays, and come to class prepared.

In coordination with the DSPS office, reasonable accommodation will be provided for eligible students with disabilities.  If you do not yet have an accommodation letter, please contact the DSPS office at (650) 738-4280.

Student Learning Outcomes

· SLO 1.  Ability to compare, contrast, analyze, and evaluate the views of the most influential Western philosophers and philosophical movements from a particular historical period—as found in primary or secondary sources—using the techniques of critical thinking.
· SLO 2.  Students will embody the qualities of an open-minded but critical thinker in the examination or formation of their worldview.


Schedule (tentative) of Assignments and Exams
							  		
Week				Class Topics				read before class and read twice
_____________________________________________________________________________________

UNIT ONE:  Pre-Socratics, Socrates, and Plato
1   Aug 17-19   			Preface, Introduction, and Chapter 1  					
2   Aug 22-26   			Chapter 2				
3   Aug 29-Sep 2			Chapter 3		
			 	
4   Sep 5-9    			Chapter 4  			
     No school Monday Sep 5:  Labor Day
5   Sep 12-16    			Chapter 5		
		EXAM 1

UNIT TWO:  Platonism, Aristotle, Epicureans, and Stoics
6   Sep 19-23    			Chapter 6 and Plato’s Republic			 
7   Sep 26-30			Chapter 7				 
8   Oct 3-7    			Aristotle:  Nicomachean Ethics  and end of Ch 7				
9   Oct 10-14    			Chapter 8								 	
10   Oct 17-21   			Epictetus:  Enchiridion (translation available online)
		EXAM 2	

UNIT THREE:  Christian Philosophy
11   Oct 24-28			Chapter 9			
				discussion of Essay Topics 
12   Oct 31-Nov 4 			Chapter 10			    
13   Nov 7-10    			Chapter 11 (on Anselm)			
       No school Friday Nov 11:  Veteran’s Day
14   Nov 14-18 			Chapter 11 (on Aquinas)		
					EXAM 3
		
UNIT FOUR: From Medieval to Modern 
15   Nov 21-23 		Peer review of essay drafts this week.
					Chapter 12					
       No school Thursday 24 and Friday 25

16   Nov 28-Dec 2    		Chapter 13	
17   Dec 5-9	 		Chapter 13		
				Essays are due in class (10 point penalty if submitted late)
Final Exams Week:  Dec 11-17	EXAM 4 (final exam)
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