SPRING 2012			PHIL 240 

Dr. Carlos A. Colombetti		Introduction to Ethics		
colombetti@smccd.edu 		CRN:  41342	   MWF  11:10 – 12:00     room: 1-206
(650) 738-4394			office hours:  room 1-213  MW: 10-11 / TR: 11-12:30
[image: http://vig-fp.prenhall.com/bigcovers/0136031374.jpg]_________________________________________________________

Course Description
This course is an introduction to moral theory and contemporary moral controversies.  We will explore the fundamental concepts of goodness, rightness, justice, freedom, and equality.  What is the source of values?  How should we think about controversial moral issues such as war, abortion, capital punishment, same-sex marriage?  To succeed in this course you will need strong reading and writing skills.   Transfer:  UC/CSU (C2)

Required Text
John Arthur, Morality and Moral Controversies, 8th edition (Prentice Hall 2008).
	
	Recommended internet sources:  The Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy  
			 	 Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy 

Course Requirements
Study two hours for each hour of class (about 6 hours per week).  Read twice.  Read before class.  Take detailed notes during lecture.  Review text and lecture notes in preparation for exams.
Exams   
There will be 3 exams, each worth 100 points, based upon the readings and lectures.
Exams will consist of multiple choice questions and an essay. 
Term Paper
A term paper of 6-7 pages is worth 100 points (10 point deduction if late).  
Topics will be announced and discussed in class.  Students will prepare a one page prospectus for their term paper, to be followed by a 3-4 page draft for peer review.   
Attendance and Participation
Worth 20 points max.   To earn the maximum points: come to class regularly and on time, contribute to discussions.  You should have no more than 3 unexcused absences, after which 5 points per day will be deducted (up to 20).  Twice late = one absence.  Participation in class will be considered in determining the final grade for the course, especially in borderline cases.

Grade Scale
A = 378 - 420 points      B = 336 - 377      C = 294 - 335      D = 252 - 293      F = 0 - 251  

Academic standards:  Plagiarism or cheating will result in an F grade (0 points) and possible disciplinary action.  It is your responsibility to be informed.
Withdrawal policy:  Do not assume that you will be automatically dropped if you stop coming to class.  If you wish to drop, you must do so on WebSMART.  Failure to drop in a timely manner may result in an F grade in the course.
Make up and late work policy:  Late essays are deducted 10 points unless student has a valid excuse.
Missed exams can be made up by arrangement.
To receive an incomplete (“I” grade) student must have taken at least two exams with a passing grade.
Extra Credit:  No extra credit assignments will be available for this course.  Your best strategy for success is to study the text, maintain a steady pace of work, write good essays, and come to class prepared.

In coordination with the DSPS office, reasonable accommodation will be provided for eligible students with disabilities.  If you do not yet have an accommodation letter, please contact the DSPS office at (650) 738-4280.


Student Learning Outcomes

· SLO 1.  Ability to explicate, analyze, compare, and evaluate a variety of theories in normative ethics or meta-ethics using rigorous philosophical methods.
· SLO 2.  Ability to apply moral theories and concepts to contemporary problems—such as war, capital punishment, euthanasia, poverty, etc.
· SLO 3.  Students will embody the qualities of an open-minded but critical thinker in the examination or formation of their moral philosophy.

Tentative Schedule of Assignments and Exams				  		
Week			Class Topics					read before class and read twice
_____________________________________________________________________________________

UNIT ONE:  Moral Theories:  Ancient and Modern
1   Jan 17-20   		Introduction   					Readings start on page indicated	
2   Jan 23-27   		Plato and Epicurus  				Read part 2 of the article “Ethics” (on Normative 									Ethics) in the Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy
			Divine Command Theory			Read John Arthur, p.16
3   Jan 30-Feb 3		Cultural Relativism 				Midgley and Shaw p. 34, 38
			Aristotle					Read Aristotle [starts p. 50]
4   Feb 6-10		Is Patriotism a Virtue?				Alisdair MacIntyre, 412		
5   Feb 13-16   	 	Utilitarianism 					J. S. Mill, 65
No school Friday 17th and Monday 20th
6   Feb 21-24    		Kantianism					Immanuel Kant, 56
7   Feb 27-March 2	Kant (continued)
			Review						EXAM 1 

UNIT TWO:  Applied Ethics:  Contemporary Controversies
8   Mar 5-8    		The treatment of animals			Singer, 158		
No school Friday 9th							Steinbock, 167
9   Mar 12-16    		Global poverty					Pogge, 501
						McMillan 	
10  Mar 19-23   	Discuss essay topics	
			The Ethics of Smoking				Robert Goodin, 521
11   Mar 26-30 		Supreme Court Decision			Roe v. Wade, 206
			A Defense of Abortion				J. J. Thomson, 211

			SPRING BREAK:  APRIL 2 TO APRIL 8

12   Apr 9-13	    	The Moral and Legal Status of Abortion		Mary Ann Warren, 218
			An Argument against abortion 			Dan Marquis, 231
13   Apr 16-20		Prospectus of essay; review		 	EXAM 2 
	  
UNIT THREE:  Theories of Justice:  Liberty, Equality, and Community
14   Apr 23-27		Egoism and the Social Contract			Hobbes, 1
			Libertarianism					Robert Nozick, 452
15   Apr 30-May 4 	peer review of essay draft (3-4 page draft)
			Mill:  On Liberty				J. S. Mill, 386
16   May 7-11    	Rawls: A Theory of Justice			John Rawls, 399    
17   May 14-18 		Problems with Libertarianism			Rawls, 461
			Deadline for essays is Friday (10 point penalty if submitted late)
			
18   May 21-25:  Final Exams Week (no classes) 			EXAM 3
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