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Asian Philosophy 
Phil 320 AA   CRN: 38713   (3 hr lecture/week) 

Dr. Carlos A. Colombetti

Office:
1-122  (MW 1:30 - 3:00; TR 9:30 – 10:30)

(650) 738-4394

colombetti@smccd.edu

Course Description

This course is an exploration of the philosophies of India, China, Korea, and Japan.  We will emphasize the philosophers and philosophical movements of Asia, rather than religious practices.  Problems of comparative study will be discussed.  Recommended: eligibility for ENGL 100 or 105.   Transferable UC/CSU (C2).
Required Texts
John Koller, Asian Philosophies, 5th  ed.  (Prentice Hall  2007)

David Hinton, Mencius (Counterpoint  1999)

David Hinton, Chuang Tzu  (Counterpoint  1998)

Course Requirements and Grading

Students are expected maintain a steady pace of reading and studying (do each reading twice, before class).  

4 Exams:  worth 100 points each.  They will consist of multiple choice questions (0-60 points) and a take-home essay (20-40 points).  The essay portion of the exam will be based upon a topic announced in class.  The essays should be typed, double-spaced, 12 point fonts, and about 2-3 pages.  Your essay will consist of both summary and analysis of a specific topic presented in the text or in class.  You may draw upon materials in the text, lecture, or outside reading (but you must cite any sources that you use).  


Attendance and Participation will be graded for a maximum of 20 points.  To earn the maximum 

points, come to class regularly and on time, contribute to discussions, pose questions.  When I take roll, each student is marked P for present, E for excused, A for absent, or L for Late.  Two L’s equals one A.  You should not be absent more than 5 days, after which 5 points per day will be deducted (up to 20).

Essay:  worth 100 points.  An essay of 6-8 pages will be due May 19 and is worth 100 points.  A handout of essay topics will be provided mid-semester.  Writing standards for essays are posted on my homepage at skylinecollege.edu.  
  
 
The letter grade for the course will be determined using the following scale.


A = 468 – 520      B = 416 – 467       C = 364 – 415      D = 312 – 363     F = 0 – 311 

Academic Standards
Plagiarism or cheating will result in an F grade and possible disciplinary action.  
See student handbook.  

Withdrawal Policy
Do not assume that you will be automatically dropped if you stop coming to class.  If you wish to drop, you must do so using the WebSMART system.  Failure to drop in a timely manner may result in an F grade in the class.


Make up and Late work Policy
Late essays are deducted 5 points per day unless student has a valid excuse.

Missed exams can be made up by arrangement.

To receive an incomplete (“I” grade) student must have taken at least two exams with a passing grade.

Extra Credit:

There will be extra credit opportunities in the form of additional assignments totaling 30 points.
Student Learning Outcomes

· SLO 1.  Ability to compare, contrast, analyze, and evaluate the views of the most influential Asian philosophers and philosophical movements—as found in primary or secondary sources—using the techniques of critical thinking.


· SLO 2.  Students will embody the qualities of an open-minded but critical thinker in the examination or formation of their worldview.

Tentative Schedule of Reading Assignments



Week


Class Topics




Assignments










read ahead and twice
UNIT ONE:
 

1:  Jan 22-25

Orientation and Introduction


Chapter 1



2:  Jan 28-Feb 1

Vedas and Upanishads




2
3:  Feb 4-8

Jainism and Buddhism




3 and 4
4:  Feb 11-14

Interdependent Arising and Mahayana


5

       Holiday: Fri 2/15
5:  Feb 19-22

Madhyamaka and Yogacara



6
                 Holiday: Mon 2/18

     








EXAM ONE
UNIT TWO: 



6:  Feb 25-29

Society and the Individual:  the Bhagavad Gita

7



Self and the World:  Sankhya Yoga


8
7:  Mar 3-7

Knowledge and Reality:  Nyaya-Vaisheshika

9

Self and Reality:  Mimamsa and Vedanta

10

8:  Mar 10-14

Theistic Developments




11

Islam in India





12
         


      SPRING BREAK:  March 17 - 21
9:  March 24-28

Tradition and Modernity



13










EXAM TWO

UNIT THREE: 


10: Mar 31-Apr 4 
Historical Overview of East Asian Philosophies 

14 / Mencius text  
essay topics
11: Apr 7-11

The Thought of Confucius



15 / Mencius text
12: Apr 14-18

The Development of Confucianism


16/ Mencius text
13: Apr 21-25

Daoism:  the Daodejing




17









EXAM THREE

UNIT FOUR:


14: Apr 28-May 2
Chuang Tzu’s Daoism




18 / Chuang Tzu text
15: May 5-9

Chuang Tzu  





       Chuang Tzu text
Chinese Buddhism




19

16: May 12-16

Neo-Confucianism




20



Korean Philosophy




21
17: May 19-23

Japanese Philosophy 




22









EXAM FOUR
