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College leaders are looking to the stars as
they develop the newest program to bring
the community to CSM.

Plans are moving along to re n ovate the nearly
40-year-old planetarium and build a three-
s t o ry science center, presentation hall, 
student pavilion and observatory with a
retractable roof and a dozen telescopes. The
5,300-square-foot addition to the planetari-
um would draw not only stargazers and 
e l e m e n t a ry school classes but also any 
community member with a slight interest in
the skies above.

“Astronomy creates a mystical feeling and a
sense of awe,” said physics instru c t o r
Mohsen Janatpour, who’s helping lead the
$3 million project. “The magnificence of
seeing the galaxy with 4 billion stars is mind
boggling. I want to show the community
the enchantment of the stars.”

Aside from the new buildings, the planetarium

is in need of a new sky telescope and sound
equipment. The lobby area outside the
planetarium is slated for upgrades and a new
Internet-accessible network 
system installed. Already some
of the 100 seats inside the 
planetarium have been 
reupholstered and the lighting
system updated.

The college is attempting to
secure funding but the new and
i m p roved community science
center and planetarium could
be a reality in three years.

The planetarium project reflects CSM
efforts to improve and expand facilities for
science education and community outreach
and also advance curriculum reform within
the sciences. New multimedia technologies,
combined with the hemispherical ceiling,
will create unique video presentations and

display real-time sky images, enhancing
community outreach through dramatic pre-
sentations for public events.
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A message from Dr. Shirley J. Kelly,
CSM President

In 1960 the California State Legislature
enacted the Master Plan for Hi g h e r

Ed u c a t i o n. T h e
Master Plan defined
roles for our three
systems of public
higher educa-
t i o n – C a l i f o r n i a
C o m m u n i t y
Colleges, California
State Un i ve r s i t y
(CSU), and the
Un i versity of

California (UC). The California
Community Colleges system now serve s
more than 1.5 million students. It is the
largest system of higher education in 
the world.

One important reason for the growth is that
community colleges are mandated to 
provide open access to higher education.
Simply defined, “open access” means that
any person who is 18 years of age or older or
possesses a high school diploma (or its
equivalent) may attend.

However, I am proud that “open access” has
broader meaning for my colleagues and me.
It is not enough that CSM’s door is open.
For us genuine access to higher education
means we enable our students to succeed
b e yond the initial enrollment stage. 
It means we strive to ensure they meet their
personal goals and contribute to our 
community as informed citizens–whether

it’s to earn an Associate in Arts or Science
degree, obtain a certificate, transfer to a
four-year institution, train for an occupa-
tion, advance careers, or otherwise engage in
lifelong learning.

Open Access = Low Cost
We know the expense of a college education
or job training appears to close the door to
higher education for many. Yet at CSM 
residents pay only $11 per unit. A full-time
student taking 12 units pays $132 for the
entire semester.

A private college or university may charge
$400 or more per unit for lower-division
general education or major pre p a r a t i o n
courses. Vocational or technical institutes
may charge thousands of dollars for classes
that lead to industry-specific certification or
licensing. At CSM the same training could
cost only $132 or less.

For a student planning to transfer to a 
b a c c a l a u reate institution, completing the
first two years of undergraduate study 
at CSM while living at home leads to
i m p re s s i ve savings: Over $9,000 when
transferring from CSM to a CSU; $14,000
from CSM to a UC; and $36,000 from
CSM to a typical private university.

Open Access = More than Low Fees
At least 75% of our students work, many of
whom are the sole providers of their house-
holds. The expense of a college education
includes the cost of their time–with some
unable to attend an entire 16-week semester
or commute from their jobs and homes. 

Aware of these needs, CSM is evolving
beyond the traditional confines of time and
location. We offer a rich program of 
distance learning: our online courses range
f rom technical business applications to
English and Chinese. Over 35 CSM tele-
courses are transmitted by KC S M - T V

(Channel 60), located on the college 
campus. In fact, students may earn a degree
by taking a combination of distance learning
and Saturday classes.

In addition, CSM has designed short courses
that may hold as few as four meetings. 
Our fast-track programs lead directly to
employment as a network cabling specialist,
office assistant, or accounting assistant–with
more accelerated programs to be introduced
this year.

Open Access = Addressing 
Diverse Student Needs
We understand the complex demands on
our students’ lives and their comprehensive
needs. Our array of student support 
p rograms is significant, ranging from 
counseling, child care, and health services to
p rograms for Extended Op p o rt u n i t y
Programs and Services (EOPS), re-entry,
and international students.

We offer many impressive programs that
target unique populations: Among others,
the Puente Project and African-American
Retention Project offer trans-cultural curricula
leading to transfer; Middle College High
School provides an opportunity for capable
high school students to attend both high
school and college classes on CSM’s campus;
and Wo rkplace Wellness focuses on pro m o t i n g
long-term wellness among students who
need to retrain or re-enter the workforce.

Students also come to CSM with disparate
levels of academic preparedness. In response
to this dive r s i t y, many faculty are part i c i p a t i n g
in research and curricula redesign efforts, for
which CSM has been awarded several external
grants. Their focus is to improve student
p e rformance in important core En g l i s h ,
reading, and mathematics courses, which for
some students become barriers to further
academic success. 

Open Access = Ensuring
Achievement beyond CSM 
Recent data show that the San Ma t e o
County Community College Di s t r i c t – o f
which CSM is a member–ranks first in the
greater Bay Area (ten counties) as measured
by the rate at which students transfer to
f o u r - year universities and earn degre e s /
certificates. Each year, more than 2,500 
students transfer or are awarded degrees/
certificates, and these students typically do
very well. At UC campuses, for example,
CSM students are significantly more likely
to earn baccalaureate degrees than those
who began UC as freshman: 82% vs. 64%.

Offering programs in more than 50 occupa-
tional fields, we also see many examples of
our students’ success in the workplace. From
50% to 75% of San Mateo County’s real
estate agents have attended CSM. Hundreds
of our nursing program graduates now work
in the county. In fact, the program was
recently awarded grants from the Peninsula
Health Care District and the St a t e
Chancellor’s Office to increase the number
of graduates and meet our area’s serious need
for well-trained registered nurses.

Open Access = Strong 
Community Support
CSM is both a mirror of and a service to the
community. Its low cost–and all that consti-
tutes “open access”–is subsidized directly by
taxpayers. Our allocation of taxes from the
State pays for only our educational services
and day-to-day building maintenance and
overhead. Facilities re n ovation–critical to
keeping our programs current–is funded
separately by the State on a project basis. At
this time, the State does not have the funds
to underwrite these essential capital
improvements. We need your support to
keep the doors open. 

College of San Mateo continues to be a leader among educa-
tional institutions, providing quality programs that enable
students to transfer to universities, earn associate degrees or
head straight into the workforce.

But each year thousands of community members visit the 
campus and never set foot in a classroom. True to its mission,
CSM continually reaches out to the community and offers a
bevy of activities and events that attract residents from across
the Bay Area and onto the college nearly every day of the week.

• Pacific Coast Farmers’ Market: Every Wednesday and
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. dozens of vendors selling fresh
f ruit, vegetables, breads, fish, meat, flowers, honey, canned 
jellies and other delicious items descend upon the campus.
Visitors from far and wide take advantage of the high quality
and low prices.

• Beauty Services: Need a haircut, facial or manicure? Allow a cosmetology student to change your look with 
a haircut or makeup demonstration. Prices range from $3 to $32. The minimal cost is in exchange for the time 
required for students to learn. For appointments or for more information, call (650) 574-6361.

• Flowers: Horticulture students put their green thumbs to the test and grow breathtaking poinsettias, orchids 
and houseplants. Twice a year (the first week in December and the week before Mother’s Day) flowers are sold to
the public. Prices are $1 to $3. For more information, call (650) 574-6253.

• KCSM FM 91: The popular Bay Area all jazz station is located at CSM. Many volunteers work at the station
and thousands of other listeners attend the Jazz on the Hill concert in June.

• Sports: Middle school youngsters and high school teens from across the county and even the state get a glimpse
of college life when they play sports at CSM. Many teams use the gym or athletic fields for tournaments.

• Music: The newly renovated theater sets the stage for delightful concerts that attract music lovers to the Hillsdale
Boulevard campus. For more information on upcoming events, call (650) 574-6191.

Visit the campus for more than just great classes

College visionaries hope the planetarium will
be used not only by CSM students, local
schools and astronomy buffs but also other
community groups.

For more information about the planetarium,
call President Shirley J. Kelly at (650) 574-
6222.

San Mateo students and parents listen to a lecture in the planetarium.




