
elevision has Crime Scene Investigation or CSI.
But College of San Mateo has PSI—Photography
Special Investigations.  Its mission:  to preserve

the College’s 80 years of history.

Led by professor emeritus Bill Rundberg, PSI is
actually called the “Photographic Library Pro j e c t”
(PHLIP). It began last year with the full support
of the College’s administration to investigate and
identify an estimated 10,000 to 20,000 undocumented
photographs and slides, dating back to the beginning
of the College in 1922.

“Many are of staff members and students now gone,”
said Rundberg.

So the project’s investigators have to resort to other
methods to ID photos, a majority of which were taken
at CSM but there are some of Skyline and Cañada
Colleges as well.

Rundberg said that the staff is looking for a style of
clothing, the way hair is worn, or the model of a car to
pinpoint the year of the photo. They are often playing
Sherlock Holmes as they identify a time period by the
lack of trees on campus or the absence of buildings on
surrounding hills. The process also includes organizing

the collection into categories—for example, collecting photos
of football games for identification by coaches.     

“Volunteers, including current and retired staff members and
students, visit our workplace, put names to faces and supply
b a c k g round information,” Rundberg said. “We have a complete
set of yearbooks and catalogs to assist in tracking down names,
dates and roles, and to pursue hunches.” 

Additionally, the public will have an opportunity to participate
in the project by identifying photos through the CSM Library
website, spots on KCSM-TV and historical photograph
exhibits. At the BookFest this September on campus, a PHLIP
booth will display photos for identification.     

Rundberg said that—with the intent that the resource become
integrated into CSM Library’s services—the project’s goal is to
create a database and digital photographic archive for use and
viewing from on and off campus by June 2003.

No elementary task, for sure.  

icture this:  a combination of top qual-
ity traditional photography and digital
imaging education. T h a t’s what’s

offered by the highly-regarded Photography
Department at College of San Mateo to
people of all ages, varied educational back-
grounds and different learning styles.

Students in photography courses may be
seeking an A.A. degree, a transfer to a four-
year program or personal enrichment. In
any case, they have plenty of classes to
choose from, including:

• Visual Perception Images,
• Beginning through Advanced

Black and White Photography,
• Beginning and Intermediate

Color Photography,
• Beginning and Intermediate Digital 

Imaging, plus a Digital Imaging 
Workshop,

• Experimental Photography, and
• History of Photography, Multimedia

and Digital Photography.

“ Other colleges offer one or the other
(traditional photography or digital imaging),”
said Richard Lohmann, a photography

instructor at CSM since 1987. “We see
them integrated and connected; they should
be equally valued. But faculty members at
some colleges are unwilling to re l e a r n
photography, a new person is hired to man-
age the digital side, and the traditional and
digital courses are unconnected.”  

That hasn’t been the case for Lohmann who
said that he, Lyle Gomes (De p a rt m e n t
coordinator since 1984) and CSM’s other

d e p a rtment faculty begin
with a rock-solid, time-
h o n o red education as a
foundation and then
enhance it with instruction
on the modern digital
tools. Using state-of-the-art
digital scanners and com-

puters, they take a comprehensive, holistic
approach to teaching to give students the
opportunity to fully develop as artists of
photography. They also tap their contacts in
the world of photography, bringing in
accomplished professionals such as Bi l l
Atkinson, the developer of the Macintosh
Operating System, as guest lecturers.

“We believe that students learn by doing,
and we want to give them the support they
need to do it,” said Lohmann. “This is what
drives our program. We tell our students
that the pay off at the end of each semester
is a portfolio of images that they will be
proud of.”  

The department’s philosophy is to be part
o f, not apart from the process of the
students’ “making images” and so Lohmann
and other faculty have their offices adjacent

to dark rooms and computer digital imag-
ing areas. Students, then, can continuously
consult with them as they are printing and
editing their images. 

The results? Well, you can go to
h t t p : / / g o c s m . n e t ( De p a rtments > Art –
Photography) to see just what CSM’s pho-
tography students are accomplishing, as
well as view samples of the work of
Lohmann and Gomes (who is in Italy this
summer on a prestigious residency), plus
gain more information about the seven-
course, 22-unit photography major.

Focusing on art and technology
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As we celebrate
College of San Ma t e o’s
8 0t h a n n i ve r s a ry, I
am pleased to report
that we are actively
p reparing for the
challenging d e c a d e
ahead. During this
past ye a r, C S M
has developed new

Mission, Vision, Values, and Diversity state-
ments to guide our strategic planning. We
have reaffirmed our mission: As the first
community college in the county, we are
committed to providing compre h e n s i ve ,
quality programs that serve the dive r s e
educational, economic, social, and cultural
needs of the community. We have
also reaffirmed our ove r a rching, share d
institutional value—to be a vital community
resource with a collective responsibility to
manage this resource.

Passed last November, Bond Measure C is
p roviding nearly 70 million dollars for
renovation to CSM’s facilities over the next
decade. This critical community support
will allow us to reshape the footprint of the
campus so that we can realize the aspirations
embodied by our historical commitments
and this past ye a r’s planning pro c e s s e s .
Funds will be used to provide new
equipment, seismic upgrading, safety
improvements, and disabled access. 

What’s more, new construction, such as
planned for our Integrated Science Center,
will provide multi-use classroom, lab, and
c o n f e rence spaces that reflect curre n t
research about effective learning—students
and faculty need flexible spaces in order to
work together collaboratively.

Facilities improvements will further our
goals to provide integrated, interdisciplinary
a p p roaches to learning. Se veral learning
communities, for example, will be offered
this year as linked courses. Learning
communities allow students to experience
courses not as isolated disciplines, but as a
c o m p l e m e n t a ry whole, deepening their
understanding of the material.

Our facilities renewal will also allow us to
c e n t r a l i ze our critical student support
s e rvices. Our planned one-stop St u d e n t
Center will provide convenient access to
many programs, including an information
and admissions center, counseling, financial
aid, disabled students support, EOPS, and
the health center.

As the face of the campus changes over the
next few years, my colleagues and I look
forward to a vibrant future for CSM, one in
which our programs and services are
continuously matched with our
c o m m u n i t y’s needs.
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Pioneering photography
interactive telecourse
makes first contact

In Febru a ry of this year, KCSM-TV
b ro a d c a s t “Language of Photography, ”
the first college-level interactive,
digitally-enhanced telecourse aire d
in the United States. It was shown in
eight parts and feedback from the
28 students on the delivery as well
as the pacing of the information is
now being gathered and analyzed.

Chair Lyle Gomes and instru c t o r
R i c h a rd Lohmann of CSM’s
Photography Department were
consulted extensively by the show’s
writers and producers in developing
content for the program. Lohmann
said that the production dre w
substantially from the College’s
Visual Perc e p t i o n course and its
a b b reviated version, Ways of Seeing. 

Visit gocsm.net
and you’re two
quick clicks away
(Departments >
Art–Photography)
from the beautiful
and informative
Photography Dept.
website. Once there,
view faculty and
student artwork.

FEATURED PROGRAM: CSM’s Photography Department

Fall Semester Begins August 19

Enter CSM’s drawing to win
two Masterworks Chorale
SEASONTICKETS!
“Prayer of Thanksgiving” b y
Randall Thomson on Nov. 16 & 17,
“ E a rth, Wind and Fire…” o n
M a rch 1 & 2 and “ I t ’s a Grand Night
for Singing!” on May 31 & June 1.

To enter, call (650) 574-6231 a n d
leave your name, mailing address and
phone number. Please re f e re n c e
“ M a s t e rworks concert tickets drawing”
in your message. The winner will be
selected randomly from all entries
received by Aug. 23 and will be notified
by Aug. 26.
T h e re is no fee or obligation to enter, and your
name and contact info will not be shared with
any outside organization. You need not be a
CSM student to enter. One entry per person
please. CSM employees and their immediate
families are not eligible.

Fall 2002

olitically-active Congressman Jesse Jackson, Jr. (D., Ill.) will be
speaking on campus on Saturday, September 28, as College of

San Mateo celebrates its 80th year with its first
annual “BookFest.” 

The former field director of the National
Rainbow Coalition, Jackson now sits on a
number of House committees. Last year, he
published his latest book, “A More Perfect
Union: Advancing New American Rights,” in
which the law school graduate calls for

amending the U.S. Constitution.  

Also speaking in the campus theater on
that day will be Jack Shaheen, author of
“ Reel Bad Arabs—How Ho l l y w o o d
Vilifies a People,” a book about the century -
long use of negative Arab stereotypes in
hundreds of U.S. movies. Considered one

of the world’s foremost authorities on media images of Arabs, Shaheen
is an emeritus professor of mass communications and a former CBS
News consultant on Middle East Affairs. 

The presenters’ talks will focus on their most recent books but will touch
on past works as well as their careers. Questions will be entertained, with
book signings to follow.

“ Our College welcomes Mr. Jackson and Mr. Shaheen,” said CSM
President Shirley J. Ke l l y. “Over its 80 years, CSM has a history of
hosting influential people from the worlds of politics, education and art s . ”
Free and open to the public, BookFest is co-sponsored by M is for My s t e ry,

a San Mateo bookstore. The event will run from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
and parking is free. Besides the speakers, the festival will
feature readings, panel discussions, seminars, and a presentation on the
value and caring of rare books. 

“We want this to be a celebration of reading and  literacy in an enviro n m e n t
of entertainment, food and fun,” said Grace So n n e r, CSM’s vice pre s i d e n t
of instruction and one of the coordinators of the event. 

Booths with new and used
books plus information about
CSM’s many departments and
programs including PHLIP, the
CSM Photographic Library
Project, will be on display.

“We’ll have activities for the
e n t i re community, including
children,” said event coordinator
Susan Estes, the College’s dean
of language arts. “We will have a
children’s area in which young

people will be introduced to stories from around the world.”

For more information about CSM’s BookFest visit http://gocsm.net or call
(650) 358-6801. 

• Meet children’s and mystery authors
• Learn about preserving rare books
• Talk with experts about getting published

BookFest speaker Jesse Jackson, Jr.’s
latest book proposes amending the
U.S. Constitution.

Author Jack G. Shaheen, former CBS
consultant on Middle East affairs, will talk
on campus on September 28.

P
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Top to bottom:
1) The entire student body in 1924 (48 total) fit on the steps of CSM’s
first location, Kohl Mansion.
2) Leslie A. Williams graduated in 1939 and went on to become a 
World War II pilot. After the war, enrollment skyrocketed; CSM
grew both physically and philosophically.
3) By the 1980s, women were part of CSM’s fire science program and
participated in exercises that had them repelling from the Library’s roof.    
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Alumni fellowship, articles
CSM alumnus Christopher D.

O’Sullivan was one of six scholars
to receive a Gutenberg-e Pr i ze, a
$ 2 0 , 0 0 0 f e l l owship awarded in

January by the American Historical
Association in connection with the Andrew
W. Mellon Foundation and Columbia
University Press for dissertations in the fields
of military history and foreign relations… Dr.
J. Craig Venter, a CSM alumnus and well-
known genetics researcher, was the subject of
a front-page article in the New York Times
this April about how his genetic data was used
in a “d e c o d i n g” project he headed two years ago. 

Faculty residencies, articles
Lyle Gomes, CSM professor of photogra-
phy, was the only photographer to receive an
invitation from the Rockefeller Foundation
to participate in a month-long residency at
Bellagio on Italy’s Lake Como this summer…
In a January front-page story in the San
Mateo County Times, a link was revealed
between present CSM softball coach Tom
Martinez and Super Bowl Champion New
England Patriots’ quarterback Tom Brady.
Through Brady’s high school, college and ear-
lier years as a pro, Martinez coached and
advised the young quart e r b a c k… A n g e l a
Stocker, founder and present director of
CSM's alcohol-and-other-drug studies
p ro g r a m, was featured in a San Ma t e o
County Times front-page article in late May.

Student fellowships,
scholarships, articles
Allan Young, CSM’s outgoing Associated
Students president, was informed this spring
that he re c e i ved the select Civil Rights
Summer 2002 Fellowship. Several hundred 

people applied for the opportunity and only
20 were selected. Young is the only commu-
nity college student to be chosen, as noted
in a recent San Francisco Chronicle article…
David Higginbotham, a CSM science major,
was one of only 25 students in California to
receive the Alpha Gamma Sigma Kathleen
D. Loly Scholarship at the organization's
state-wide conference in San Jose in April…
In May Rafael Ma n c e r a, an engineering
student at CSM, was awarded a $ 1 0 0 0
scholarship by the Peninsula Association of
Contractors and Engineers (PACE), a group
that includes engineering firms, contracting
firms, and public agencies on the Peninsula…
John Servatius, 63, the editor in chief of
The San Matean, CSM's student newspaper,
was the subject of a February San Francisco
Chronicle article most wittingly headlined
“Late Edition.”

Staff awards, articles
KCSM's Alisa Clancy, the voice of the FM
station's “Morning Cup of Jazz,” was the
subject of a question-and-answer feature
that appeared in February in the Oakland
Tribune... Phyllis Wilcox of the President's
Of f i c e at CSM re c e i ved the first annual
Charles Lamb Memorial Political Activist
of the Year award in April. Wilcox was
recognized for her many years of political
action work.

Department/Program awards
C S M ’s Speech Communication De p t .
re c e i ved the “ Model Teaching Pro g r a m
Aw a rd” from the We s t e rn St a t e s
Communication Association at the organi-
zation's annual meeting in Long Beach in
Ma rc h… CSM Connects re c e i ved the
J. Russell Kent Aw a rd for 2002 as an
“exemplary program” from the San Mateo
County School Boards Association at a cere-
mony in May in San Mateo.

Sensational Season
of CSM Sports
It was a banner year for CSM

athletics. It began last fall with the
men’s football team winning the

Coast Conference championship outright,
its players and coach receiving A l l -
Conference honors and a number of the
gridiron stars granted athletic scholarships.
Then came the spring… Without a player
taller than 5'10" on its roster and featuring
three All-Coast Conference players Niki
Brow n, Yinka Om o l a yo l e and Ta m a r
Savazian, CSM women's basketball team
finished second with a 7-3 record in the six-
team Coast Conference South Division and
reached the postseason tournament for the
second year in a row… Led by Conference
Coach of the Year Doug Williams and
ranked fourth in California this spring, CSM
men’s baseball team reached the state cham-
pionships for the first time in 16 years this
spring after finishing atop the seven-team
North division of the Coast Conference with
20 wins and 5 loses. Team pitcher Scott
Feldman (Conference Pitcher of the Year),
right fielder Scott Ki r by (24 homeru n s ,
Conference MVP), shortstop C.J. Larsen,
center fielder Mike Mooney and first base-
man Scott Stockwell were named to the All-
American and No rt h e rn Ca l i f o rn i a
Community College’s All-Coast
Conference teams. Pitcher Matt Shartsis
joined them on the A l l - C o a s t s q u a d…
CSM’s Mike Comorato was the California
community college decathlon champion,
winning the title at this spring’s state track
championships. In April, he won the event at
the Northern California Community College
track and field championships… R a n k e d
seventh in Northern California and led by
All-American pitcher Rachel Pa c h e c o,
the women’s softball team reached the state
c h a m p i o n s h i p after finishing the re g u l a r
season in second place in the No rt h e r n
Division of the Coast Conference with a
31-10 overall record this spring.  

ith a 400-seat capacity, state-of-the-art surround-sound, a new
lighting control system, and convenient parking, College of San
Mateo’s theater is becoming a popular San Mateo community

venue for plays, concerts, dance performances, graduations and lectures.
In addition, the theater
possesses a number of
sought-after feature s ,
such as:
• a spacious lobby and 

adjacent courtyard
for pre- and post-
event gatherings,

• dressing and make-
up rooms,

• handicapped seating
• assisted listening 

devices,
• the latest projection 

and display
capabilities, and 

• a full orchestra pit.
An abbreviated list of memorable events that have been held in theater
include: Consumer advocate Ralph Nader’s campaign speech in 2000;
a speaking appearance by Dr. Jeffrey Wigand, the real “insider” from 

the movie “The Insider”; a production of “Oliver;” CSM’s President’s
lecture series, “Diverse by Design”; a community dialogue on 9/11;
and the annual performance of a long-time local dance school.

Theater manager Helen So u r a n o f f, who oversaw about 50 events during
the first six months of this year, said she is already taking bookings for
next March. Numerous College activities accounted for many of the
events but, Souranoff added, the community has made good use of it as
well—especially since it was renovated in 2001 with a generous gift
from an anonymous donor.

The community, which has included local high schools, associations,
organizations and cultural groups, can now access information about
the facility (event dates, how to book an event, directions) by calling the
theater’s information line at (650) 378-7218. 

Campus features smaller, quality venue as well
And as if that is not enough, next door to the theater is the acoustical-
ly-sound, electronically-enhanced Choral Room, a 150-seat assembly,
performance and instructional hall available to the public as well.  It was
renovated last year with a generous grant from the David and Lucile
Packard Foundation. For more information, call (650) 574-6220.

hen Chisa Menyon Daye was a
high school sophomore in Daly
City, she attended a College of San

Mateo student festival. About five years
later—after working in the retail industry
and a “soul searching” summer—she still
had that day impressed in her memory.

“I really liked the campus, I thought it was
beautiful,” she said. “I liked how the stu-
dents interacted with each other.”

The memory led to her enrollment at CSM
for the spring 2002 semester, six months of
student government activity, and a 4.0 grade
point average in 12 units worth of “hard”
classes.

“This campus is very nurturing and it’s very
open for everyone,” she said of her experi-
ence at CSM. “People are able to be them-
selves here. It helps them academically and
with their people skills. It lets students reach
their full potential.”  

Da ye, who will serve her
second consecutive term as a
student senator in the fall, is
a 21-year-old psyc h o l o g y
m a j o r. She said she may
become a high school
teacher to inform students
about “all the opportunities
available” the way her coun-
selors have at CSM. And she
has thoughts of becoming a
civil rights attorney because
of her concern that not all
Americans are re c e i v i n g
entitlements.

“Being a lawyer,” she said, “I
don’t know how much I can
change all this but I think every little bit
helps. Everyone can make a difference.”  

And Daye can’t be accused of not trying to live
that belief.

In the spring, the Student
Ambassador advised high
school students about the
benefits of attending CSM,
she moderated a diversity
forum, she served as vice
p resident of the Fu t u re
Lawyers of America club,
she attended student gov-
ernment conferences and
she sang at a hip-hop event.
Her non-campus involve-
ment included participat-
ing in an AIDS walk and
performing in a gospel and
m o t i vational singing
group. This summer, Daye
begins an internship with

San Mateo County as a “Child Advocate”
for abused and neglected children. 

Case closed.

ollege of San Mateo history professor
Michael Sva n e v i k’s father was a
Norwegian sea captain.  

When the 60-year-old historian
was four, his father took the
family on a ship to Eu ro p e
just after World War II.  W h a t
Svanevik saw in Fr a n c e —
bomb-torn buildings and
c h i l d ren left homeless—lit a
s p a rk of curiosity in him to
ask: “Why?” It was, he said,
the beginning of his journey
t ow a rd discovering thath e
wanted to be an historian.

Svanevik went on to earn a
Ma s t e r’s degree in history
f rom the Un i versity of
San Francisco. He has taught
college history classes for
more than 30 years, 18 at

CSM. With his wife Shirley Burgett, the
San Francisco-born U.S. Army ve t e r a n

and nationally recog-
nized expert on local
cemeteries has written
14 historical books.
Besides “ Menlo Pa rk —
Be yond the Ga t e” for
which they re c e i ve d
national media attention
when there was a
disagreement over the
b o o k’s content, they
h a ve written an historical
account of CSM with
“Class Act.”

He said that he and
his wife have also
written three historical
documentaries that
have been broadcast on

KCSM and have published “a million
words” in their weekly historical columns
that appear in The In d e p e n d e n t on the
Peninsula and in the San Fra n c i s c o
Examiner.

“And we never exaggerate,” he said.

But Svanevik said that he is a teacher
foremost—that is his priority.

“I enjoy teaching and strive for professional
excellence,” said Svanevik, who teaches not
only CSM classes but community education/
enrichment classes in the college district’s
Emeritus Program and leads historical
cemetery tours.  “Students are changing and
we have to change with them.  Exciting
them is always a challenge.”

In his free time, Svanevik enjoys gardening,
swimming and traveling which is, no
surprise, usually associated with history.

Upcoming
Events &
Activities

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT: Michael Svanevik

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT: Chisa Menyon Daye
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Fall Semester
Begins August 19
Choose from about 1,500 classes and
w o rk tow a rd a degree or cert i f i c a t e ,
transfer to a university, enhance skills
through workplace training or take a
class for personal enrichment. For more
information, visit CSM’s website at
http://gocsm.net or call Admissions and
Records at (650) 574-6165.

President’s
Lecture Series:
“Diverse by Design” 
September 11, noon
October 9, 11:00 a.m.
November 13, 10:00 a.m.
The College is pleased to again present
this free-to-the-public Wednesday lec-
ture series on the ever-important topic
of diversity. Lecturers will be announced
soon. Each lecture is followed by a 30-
minute reception. For information
regarding dates, times and speakers, call
(650) 574-6190.

Football Season Begins
September 14, 1:00 p.m.
The defending Coast Conference 
champion CSM Bulldogs will open their
season at home this fall when they take
on Chabot College. For information,
call (650) 574-6461.

CSM 80th Anniversary
& BookFest
September 28, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
See cover story for details.

CSM Technology
Expo 2002
October 9, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
This job fair offers an opportunity to
meet potential employers in CSM’s
Student Center (Bldg. 5) from a variety
of industries, including aerospace, gov-
ernment, information and industrial
technology, and multimedia/broadcast-
ing. For more information, call
(650) 574-6441.

Evolution of
an Artist’s Vision  
October 18, 7:30 p.m.
In the campus theater, CSM Pro f e s s o r
Mohsen Janatpour will trace the evo l u t i o n
of symbols in art and science—both
generally and in his art part i c u l a r l y —
t h rough discussion and exhibition of
some of his art w o rk. For more informa-
tion, call (650) 574-6268. 

Recently renovated venue available to rent

College Theater Plays Well with Community   
W

In the spotlight:  CSM’s newly-renovated, 400-seat
theater presents a special community venue that has
brought plays, concerts, lectures and dance performances
to a campus boasting easy access, plentiful parking and
captivating views.

CSM History professor Michael Svanevik
has written the comprehensive history of
CSM, “Class Act.”

C

W

CSM student Chisa Menyon Daye
is pursuing her ambition of  being 
a civil rights lawyer.

1922 • • • With 35 students,
San Mateo Junior College open
in several rooms of San Mateo
High School on Baldwin Avenue.  

1931 • • • Charles S. Morris takes
over as the new dean (and later
becomes president) of the College.
He is the academic innovator who
transforms the institution from a
“junior” to a “community” college.

1947 • • • Enrollment skyrockets
after the war. The College leases old
U.S. Merchant Marine Academy
buildings at Coyote Point. Classes are
now held there, at Baldwin and at a
$350,000 science building on
Delaware Ave. completed in 1939.

1954 • • • Students vote to change
name from San Mateo Junior College
to College of San Mateo (CSM) in
part to honor Charles S. Morris.

1956 • • • Innovative educator
Julio Bortolazzo begins a 12-year
tenure as college president and
district superintendent, initiating
a plan for a new campus site. 

1963 • • • Present-day CSM hilltop
campus opens with 15,000 students.

1968 • • • Racial discontent leads to
a student protest and riot on campus.

1979 • • • Lois A. Callahan becomes
the first woman president of CSM.

1980 • • • Vice presidential
candidate George Bush speaks to
faculty and students at CSM.

1989 • • • The 7.2 Loma Prieta
earthquake leads to significant
earthquake retrofitting on campus,
including work done on the
College’s library in 1996.

1997 • • • CSM joins community
in celebrating the College’s 75th

Anniversary with a gala event
on campus.

2001 • • • San Mateo County
voters approve a $207 million
bond measure for the repair and
restoration of CSM, Skyline
College and Cañada College.  

2002 • • • CSM celebrates 80 years
of excellence in education.

NEWS
CSM in 
the

nce a professional singer in Vietnam,
College of San Ma t e o’s Je a n n e
Nguyen often recalls her life with an

accompanying song in her mind. But for
her, a real survivor, life has not always been
a pleasant ballad. 

Nguyen, an operations assistant in CSM’s
Cashier’s Office, was punished severely for
singing when she was a child. Years later, she
survived an escape from Vietnam with her
family. Today, settled in a new country, she
is singing again and having a collection of
Vietnamese and French songs profession-
ally recorded on CD.   

“ I ’m doing the CD to capture the memories
of my singing days,” she said. 

Those memories begin in 1949 in
Vietnam when Nguyen’s great aunt, who
held a negative perception of singers, tried
to stop her 11-year-old niece from singing
in public with a bamboo stick beating.

“Because of that, I promised myself that I
will become a singer,” she emphasized.

And she did, eventually moving to Saigon
where she became “an official singer which
means I sang everywhere like tea houses,
night clubs and radio stations,” she said. 

N g u yen also performed for American
troops, once meeting a “young and nice”
Bob Hope.

Then, in 1962, she gave up her career,
married and over the next 13 years raised
f i ve children. And for good measure ,
Nguyen also became a law school graduate.

In 1975, Nguyen and her family fled
c o m m u n i s t - ruled Vietnam “with empty
hands” and 43 other people on a small
fishing boat, ultimately reaching the United
States as refugees.

In America, while working and raising a
family, Nguyen earned an accounting
degree from CSM in 1987 and a career
with the College District began.  “I love
my work. I love the contact with
students, helping them,” she said of her
present position at CSM.  Nguyen also
hosts a Fresno radio show, reading stories
and providing information in
Vietnamese—and she sings.

And with eve ry song, there is likely
a memory. 

STAFF SPOTLIGHT: Jeanne Nguyen

O

A Brief
History
of CSM
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Jeanne Nguyen of CSM’s Cashier’s Office, singing in 1959
in her native Vietnam, and today.



elevision has Crime Scene Investigation or CSI.
But College of San Mateo has PSIÑPhotography
Special Investigations.  Its mission:  to preserve

the CollegeÕs 80 years of history.

Led by professor emeritus Bill Rundberg, PSI is
actually called the ÒPhotographic Library Pro j e c tÓ
(PHLIP). It began last year with the full support
of the CollegeÕs administration to investigate and
identify an estimated 10,000 to 20,000 undocumented
photographs and slides, dating back to the beginning
of the College in 1922.

ÒMany are of staff members and students now gone,Ó
said Rundberg.

So the projectÕs investigators have to resort to other
methods to ID photos, a majority of which were taken
at CSM but there are some of Skyline and Ca–ada
Colleges as well.

Rundberg said that the staff is looking for a style of
clothing, the way hair is worn, or the model of a car to
pinpoint the year of the photo. They are often playing
Sherlock Holmes as they identify a time period by the
lack of trees on campus or the absence of buildings on
surrounding hills. The process also includes organizing

the collection into categoriesÑfor example, collecting photos
of football games for identification by coaches.     

ÒVolunteers, including current and retired staff members and
students, visit our workplace, put names to faces and supply
b a c k g round information,Ó Rundberg said. ÒWe have a complete
set of yearbooks and catalogs to assist in tracking down names,
dates and roles, and to pursue hunches.Ó 

Additionally, the public will have an opportunity to participate
in the project by identifying photos through the CSM Library
website, spots on KCSM-TV and historical photograph
exhibits. At the BookFest this September on campus, a PHLIP
booth will display photos for identification.     

Rundberg said thatÑwith the intent that the resource become
integrated into CSM LibraryÕs servicesÑthe projectÕs goal is to
create a database and digital photographic archive for use and
viewing from on and off campus by June 2003.

No elementary task, for sure.  

icture this:  a combination of top qual-
ity traditional photography and digital
imaging education. T h a tÕs whatÕs

offered by the highly-regarded Photography
Department at College of San Mateo to
people of all ages, varied educational back-
grounds and different learning styles.

Students in photography courses may be
seeking an A.A. degree, a transfer to a four-
year program or personal enrichment. In
any case, they have plenty of classes to
choose from, including:

¥ Visual Perception Images,
¥ Beginning through Advanced

Black and White Photography,
¥ Beginning and Intermediate

Color Photography,
¥ Beginning and Intermediate Digital 

Imaging, plus a Digital Imaging 
Workshop,

¥ Experimental Photography, and
¥ History of Photography, Multimedia

and Digital Photography.

Ò Other colleges offer one or the other
(traditional photography or digital imaging),Ó
said Richard Lohmann, a photography

instructor at CSM since 1987. ÒWe see
them integrated and connected; they should
be equally valued. But faculty members at
some colleges are unwilling to re l e a r n
photography, a new person is hired to man-
age the digital side, and the traditional and
digital courses are unconnected.Ó  

That hasnÕt been the case for Lohmann who
said that he, Lyle Gomes (De p a rt m e n t
coordinator since 1984) and CSMÕs other

d e p a rtment faculty begin
with a rock-solid, time-
h o n o red education as a
foundation and then
enhance it with instruction
on the modern digital
tools. Using state-of-the-art
digital scanners and com-

puters, they take a comprehensive, holistic
approach to teaching to give students the
opportunity to fully develop as artists of
photography. They also tap their contacts in
the world of photography, bringing in
accomplished professionals such as Bi l l
Atkinson, the developer of the Macintosh
Operating System, as guest lecturers.

ÒWe believe that students learn by doing,
and we want to give them the support they
need to do it,Ó said Lohmann. ÒThis is what
drives our program. We tell our students
that the pay off at the end of each semester
is a portfolio of images that they will be
proud of.Ó  

The departmentÕs philosophy is to be part
o f, not apart from the process of the
studentsÕ Òmaking imagesÓ and so Lohmann
and other faculty have their offices adjacent

to dark rooms and computer digital imag-
ing areas. Students, then, can continuously
consult with them as they are printing and
editing their images. 

The results? Well, you can go to
h t t p : / / g o c s m . n e t( De p a rtments > Art Ð
Photography) to see just what CSMÕs pho-
tography students are accomplishing, as
well as view samples of the work of
Lohmann and Gomes (who is in Italy this
summer on a prestigious residency), plus
gain more information about the seven-
course, 22-unit photography major.

Focusing on art and technology
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As we celebrate
College of San Ma t e oÕs
8 0t h a n n i ve r s a ry, I
am pleased to report
that we are actively
p reparing for the
challenging d e c a d e
ahead. During this
past ye a r, C S M
has developed new

Mission, Vision, Values, and Diversity state-
ments to guide our strategic planning. We
have reaffirmed our mission: As the first
community college in the county, we are
committed to providing compre h e n s i ve ,
quality programs that serve the dive r s e
educational, economic, social, and cultural
needs of the community. We have
also reaffirmed our ove r a rching, share d
institutional valueÑto be a vital community
resource with a collective responsibility to
manage this resource.

Passed last November, Bond Measure C is
p roviding nearly 70 million dollars for
renovation to CSMÕs facilities over the next
decade. This critical community support
will allow us to reshape the footprint of the
campus so that we can realize the aspirations
embodied by our historical commitments
and this past ye a rÕs planning pro c e s s e s .
Funds will be used to provide new
equipment, seismic upgrading, safety
improvements, and disabled access. 

WhatÕs more, new construction, such as
planned for our Integrated Science Center,
will provide multi-use classroom, lab, and
c o n f e rence spaces that reflect curre n t
research about effective learningÑstudents
and faculty need flexible spaces in order to
work together collaboratively.

Facilities improvements will further our
goals to provide integrated, interdisciplinary
a p p roaches to learning. Se veral learning
communities, for example, will be offered
this year as linked courses. Learning
communities allow students to experience
courses not as isolated disciplines, but as a
c o m p l e m e n t a ry whole, deepening their
understanding of the material.

Our facilities renewal will also allow us to
c e n t r a l i ze our critical student support
s e rvices. Our planned one-stop St u d e n t
Center will provide convenient access to
many programs, including an information
and admissions center, counseling, financial
aid, disabled students support, EOPS, and
the health center.

As the face of the campus changes over the
next few years, my colleagues and I look
forward to a vibrant future for CSM, one in
which our programs and services are
continuously matched with our
c o m m u n i t yÕs needs.
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Pioneering photography
interactive telecourse
makes first contact

In Febru a ry of this year, KCSM-TV
b ro a d c a s t ÒLanguage of Photography, Ó
the first college-level interactive,
digitally-enhanced telecourse air e d
in the United States. It was shown in
eight parts and feedback from the
28 students on the delivery as well
as the pacing of the information is
now being gathered and analyzed.

Chair Lyle Gomes and instru c t o r
R i c h a rd Lohmann of CSMÕs
Photography Department were
consulted extensively by the showÕs
writers and producers in developing
content for the program. Lohmann
said that the production dr e w
substantially from the CollegeÕs
Visual Perc e p t i o n course and its
a b b reviated version, Ways of Seeing. 

Visit gocsm.net
and youÕre two
quick clicks away
(Departments >
ArtÐPhotography)
from the beautiful
and informative
Photography Dept.
website. Once there,
view faculty and
student artwork.

FEATURED PROGRAM: CSMÕs Photography Department

Fall Semester Begins August 19

Enter CSMÕs drawing to win
two Masterworks Chorale
SEASONTICKETS!

ÒPrayer of ThanksgivingÓ b y
Randall Thomson on Nov. 16 & 17,
Ò E a r th, Wind and FireÉÓ o n
M a rch 1 & 2 and Ò I t Õs a Grand Night
for Singing!Ó on May 31 & June 1.

To enter, call (650) 574-6231 a n d
leave your name, mailing address and
phone number. Please re f e re n c e
Ò M a s t e rworks concert tickets drawingÓ
in your message. The winner will be
selected randomly from all entries
received by Aug. 23 and will be notified
by Aug. 26.
T h e re is no fee or obligation to enter, and your
name and contact info will not be shared with
any outside organization. You need not be a
CSM student to enter. One entry per person
please. CSM employees and their immediate
families are not eligible.

Fall 2002

olitically-active Congressman Jesse Jackson, Jr. (D., Ill.) will be
speaking on campus on Saturday, September 28, as College of

San Mateo celebrates its 80th year with its first
annual ÒBookFest.Ó 

The former field director of the National
Rainbow Coalition, Jackson now sits on a
number of House committees. Last year, he
published his latest book, ÒA More Perfect
Union: Advancing New American Rights,Ó in
which the law school graduate calls for
amending the U.S. Constitution.  

Also speaking in the campus theater on
that day will be Jack Shaheen, author of
Ò Reel Bad ArabsÑHow Ho l l y w o o d
Vilifies a People,Ó a book about the century -
long use of negative Arab stereotypes in
hundreds of U.S. movies. Considered one

of the worldÕs foremost authorities on media images of Arabs, Shaheen
is an emeritus professor of mass communications and a former CBS
News consultant on Middle East Affairs. 

The presentersÕ talks will focus on their most recent books but will touch
on past works as well as their careers. Questions will be entertained, with
book signings to follow.

Ò Our College welcomes Mr. Jackson and Mr. Shaheen,Ó said CSM
President Shirley J. Ke l l y. ÒOver its 80 years, CSM has a history of
hosting influential people from the worlds of politics, education and art s . Ó
Free and open to the public, BookFest is co-sponsored by M is for My s t e ry,

a San Mateo bookstore. The event will run from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
and parking is free. Besides the speakers, the festival will
feature readings, panel discussions, seminars, and a presentation on the
value and caring of rare books. 

ÒWe want this to be a celebration of reading and  literacy in an enviro n m e n t
of entertainment, food and fun,Ó said Grace So n n e r, CSMÕs vice pre s i d e n t
of instruction and one of the coordinators of the event. 

Booths with new and used
books plus information about
CSMÕs many departments and
programs including PHLIP, the
CSM Photographic Library
Project, will be on display.

ÒWeÕll have activities for the
e n t i re community, including
children,Ó said event coordinator
Susan Estes, the CollegeÕs dean
of language arts. ÒWe will have a
childrenÕs area in which young

people will be introduced to stories from around the world.Ó

For more information about CSMÕs BookFest visit http://gocsm.netor call
(650) 358-6801. 

¥Meet childrenÕs and mystery authors
¥Learn about preserving rare books
¥Talk with experts about getting published

BookFest speaker Jesse Jackson, Jr.Õs
latest book proposes amending the
U.S. Constitution.

Author Jack G. Shaheen, former CBS
consultant on Middle East affairs, will talk
on campus on September 28.
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Top to bottom:
1) The entire student body in 1924 (48 total) fit on the steps of CSMÕs
first location, Kohl Mansion.
2) Leslie A. Williams graduated in 1939 and went on to become a 
World War II pilot. After the war, enrollment skyrocketed; CSM
grew both physically and philosophically.
3) By the 1980s, women were part of CSMÕs fire science program and
participated in exercises that had them repelling from the LibraryÕs roof.    

3

2

1


