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National sports broadcaster John
Madden, recently inducted into
the National Football League
Hall of Fame as a coach.

Bill Walsh, also in the Hall of
Fame, who led the San Francisco
49ers to three Super Bowl victories
as the head coach.

John Craig Venter, biologist, busi-
nessman and leader of the team

that developed the first draft of

the entire human genome (all the

[ ——
John Madden

DNA a person possesses).

Comedian Dana Carvey of “Saturday Night Live” and other
fame, including movies and stand-up comedy.

Jerry Hill, San Mateo County Supervisor and strong CSM and
community college supporter.

Lindsey Buckingham of the band, Fleetwood Mac, and Phil
Lesh of the Grateful Dead.

What do these people have in common?

All are College of San Mateo “famous” alumni along with
Merv Griffin, entertainment mogul and former talk show host;

page 2: “Writing in the End Zone” and
CSM Accomplishments

page 3: John Vehikite is a magician-
employee spotlight

page 4: CSM President Shirley 1. Kelly's
farewell message
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Grateful Dead’s Jerry Garcia; and former star pro baseball player
Keith Hernandez.
The “famous” CSM alumni—well-known locally, in California,
nationally or internationally—attended classes at the community
college, earned A.A. degrees or, in many cases, accumulated
enough units to transfer to a four-year institution.
Other famous alumni include:
* Rosemary Phipps Pfeiffer, the first woman elected to the San
Mateo County Superior Court
* Olympic medalists: track star Archie Williams (gold at the
famous “Jesse Owens” v. Hitler 1936 Berlin games) and
champion college swimmer Gregory Buckingham, Lindsey’s
brother (silver, 1968)
¢ Jon Miller, radio voice of the San Francisco Giants and
national baseball announcer
* Chuy Gomez, local radio deejay
and personality

* Best-selling author John Lescroart
* Former San Mateo Mayor Claire Mack

* Former San Francisco 49er running back
Bill Ring and New York Yankees relief
pitcher John Wetteland

* Long-time local radio journalist Hal Ramey

¢ Legendary community college baseball
coach John Noce

* Walt Harris, Stanford University head
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Dana Carvey
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football coach

¢ South San Francisco Police Chief Mark Raffaelli

By no means exhaustive, the list of names above certainly
doesn’t include all of CSM’s famous alumni, including many
stars in business, law, medicine and sports.

“We’re compiling an ongoing list of well-known alumni,” said
Helen Hueg, director of CSM’s Public Relations & Marketing.
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Beginning Digital Photography (ART 680)

This class focuses on principles of photographic theme

using the computer to organize, present and display
digital photographs and offers instruction on advanced
use of digital cameras. Contact: Richard Lohmann at

(650) 574-6365 or lohmann@smccd.edu
Digital TV Field Production (BCST 320)

This class offers hands-on training in video production

and media aesthetics using professional digital equipment
in non-studio settings. Contact: Michelle Brown at

(650) 534-6934

Biotechnology Workshop: Proteins (BIOL 681)
This is a hands-on workshop on the biotechnology
industry’s main product: proteins. No science background
is necessary! Contact: Kathy Diamond at (650) 574-6602
or diamondk@smccd.edu

Personal Insurance (BUS 354)

Learn about handling personal insurance in this class

for business/insurance majors as well as those interested
in learning about the subject for their individual needs.
Contact: Linda (650) 574-6581 or
avelar@smccd.edu

Spinning® (Fitness 680)

Enroll in this class and join the latest exercise program

Avelar at

craze, realizing your fitness goals while riding a stationary
bicycle to a leaner, stronger body. Contact: Mikel Schmidt
at (650) 574-6447 or schmidt@smccd.edu

Information Resources & Libraries:
Focus on Health and Medicine (LIBR 110)

This class provides an excellent opportunity for parents,

caretakers, and nursing, medical and allied health students
to learn how to research and evaluate health and medical
information from a professional medical librarian.
Contact: Geri Bodeker at (650) 378-7301, extension
19037, or bodekerg@smccd.edu

California State and Local Government
(PLSC 310)

Taught by Former San Mateo Mayor Sue Lempert

Learn about the institutions and problems of state and
local government in California from an experienced
politician. Contact: Kathryn O’Connell at (650) 574-6381

or oconnell@smecd. edu

Hispanoamerica Contemporanea (SPAN 251)
Conducted in Spanish, this class studies problems

and concerns of Latin American culture as revealed in
contemporary literature. Contact: Jennifer Lisses at (650)

574-6675 or lissesj@smecd.edu

Special Presentation

Evolution and Art, Evolution of Art

Art & Science lecture with personal art exhibition by
CSM Professor Mohsen Janatpour

Friday, April 20, 7:30 pm in CSM’s Theatre

Why do we enjoy works of art? Why do we create them?
Are we hardwired for appreciation of art or is appreciation

a culturally learned trait? These questions, along with the
belief that there must have been evolutionary advantages
to creation and appreciation of art, will be explored. For
more information, call (650) 574-6272.

Writing in the End Zone class

College of San Mateo professors James Carranza, Teeka James
and Bret Pollak have teamed-up to teach Writing in the End
Zone since the fall of 2004, employing a creative concept called
Learning Communities. This innovative approach links one or
more courses taken by the same students and taught by a core
group of faculty.

Writing in the End Zone is a class that links an English and a
physical education (varsity football) class.

CSM Currents (CC) conducted the following interview with
Writing in the End Zone team member James Carranza (JC).

CC: How did this learning community evolve?

JC: Teeka James found one semes-
ter that having more athletes from
one sport in her English 828 class
was more productive than having
just a few. The students had better
attendance and performed better.
She shared her experience with me,
and then together we approached
the football coaching staff with our
idea for a learning community. We
were all very interested in giving the
learning community a try because
of our common commitment to working with some of the
lowest achieving students on campus, according to CSM’s
research data.

CC: What role does each professor perform?

JC: Tecka teaches English the first semester, I teach it in the
second and Bret teaches the PE courses both semesters. He
does an excellent job of academic counseling. We collaborate
and support each other throughout the year.

James Carranza

CC: What are your curriculum goals?

JC: We use a contemporary approach to developmental
education, building upon the skills and talents our students
bring. We focus on what they must do right now to succeed in

college. There’s no battery of basic skills or “prep” courses—no
imperative to “cover” all the material they have already missed
during 12 years of sub-par public education.

CC: How are those goals accomplished?

From the start, we challenge our students with controversial
topics in athletics and society, writing assignments meant to
inspire close reading, debate and critical thinking. We also make
reading and writing meaningful.
For instance, in the second semes-
ter the students study nutrition
for athletes—caloric intake, hydra-
tion, foods—and develop a diet
to fuel their rigorous off-season
training program.

Also, we've devised teaching methods
to accommodate the students’
unique learning styles and { !
backgrounds, and we've studied

the particular linguistic patterns we can expect in their writing,
so we are precise in our sentence and “grammar” lesson
planning. And we provide a lot of personal support through
office hours and a variety of tutoring and computer resources
in the Writing Center/English 800 Lab.

CC: How successful is this Learning Community?

JC: Our College statistics show that, on average, about 75
percent of the students complete the fall and spring Writing in
the End Zone courses. Our End Zone students—50 percent
African American, 33 percent Pacific Islander, 6 percent
Latino, 4 percent White—are out-performing the general
student body by about 12 percent.

Anecdotally, the students are performing better in and
progressing faster through their transfer courses. And there is
no question that they have more confidence in themselves as
students and in their academic abilities.

We are extremely proud of them.

* CSM Associate Professor Audrey Behrens, who directs the
dental assisting program at CSM, received the San Mateo
County Dental Society’s Community Service Award.

* CSM Art Instructor Noah Buchanan’s works were displayed
in a 2006 exhibition at the Gallery of Art & Science, New York
Academy of Sciences.

* Rudolph Lapp, CSM emeritus professor of history, received
the Award of Merit for Scholarship/Authorship of the Confer-

ence of California Historical Societies.

o At the College’s 2006 commencement ceremony, CSM
President Shirley J. Kelly was conferred the title of President
Emerita and CSM Dean of Physical Education and Athletics
Division Gary Dilley (who retired June 30) was honored with
the Distinguished Alumni Award.

¢ Alexis Terrazas, a CSM journalism major and sports editor
of The San Matean, received the 2006 Peninsula Press Club’s
Herb Caen Scholarship.

* Daniel Zoughbie, a former CSM student and graduate
of UC Berkeley, was named a recipient of the Marshall
Scholarship and began studies at the University of Oxford in
England this fall.

* CSM Connects students Esmeralda Cabrera, Kate Steeper
and Veronica Hernandez helped create and worked as volunteers
for an organization, Citizens for Clean Air, that prompted
Pacifica’s June decision to ban smoking on its beaches.

* CSM student Sophia Valko’s design was a first-place winner
in the graphic design category of the state-wide 2006 Media
Arts Awards Competition.

* In May, CSM was informed that it was selected to participate
in the prestigious Carnegie Academy for the Scholarship of
Teaching and Learning (CASTL) Higher Education Program’s
Institutional Leadership Program.

CSM Sports

e CSM’s baseball team won its fifth consecutive North Coast
Conference championship, posting a 20-3 record (31-9-2 overall).
The Bulldogs ended the season ranked fourth in Northern
California among community colleges and entered postseason
play for the 10th time in the last 12 years. Coach Doug
Williams was named as Coach of the Year, Kyle Woodruff
selected Conference Pitcher of the Year and shortstop Cody
Himes chosen Player of the Year for 2006.

* The women’s 2006 softball team had three players named to
the all-conference team: Christine Harms, Jamie Vanover and
Heather Huddleston.

e Pachara Arunleung, a guard on this year’s CSM women’s
basketball team, was selected first team All-Coast Conference.

e At the Nor Cal Community College Track & Field Champi-
onships, CSM’s Pat Smith finished first in the javelin throw. He
also took first place Coast Conference meet honors along with
Shawna Gildea (javelin); Ray Hisatake (discus throw); Krystal
Nzoiwu (high jump); and Kelly Schumacher (hammer throw).

* Julian Edelman, CSM’s outstanding freshman quarterback
last year, began playing football at Kent State University on
a full scholarship this fall. Named the most valuable player
on the All-State Region 1 football team by the California
Community College Football Coaches Association, Edelman
led CSM’s “top 10” 2005 football team to a home win in the
Bulldog bowl, the first-ever community college football bowl
game in San Mateo County.

* Bob Adams, who attended CSM and played football here in
the 1960s and then later in the National Football League, was
inducted into the San Mateo County Sports Hall of Fame.



FACULTY SPOTLIGHT: Katherine “Teeka” James

In 1986, when she graduated from William Smith College
in New York, College of San Mateo English Professor
Katherine “Teeka” James had to decide whether to pursue a
master’s degree in San Francisco or Boston.

Although both cities met her criteria—“politically interesting
and vibrant”—she chose San Francisco because, simply,
it was farther away and seemed like a good place to
“decompress” before returning to school.

After graduating from San Francisco State University in
1992 with a master’s degree in English literature, she had
yet another decision to make: whether to teach at a two-year
or four-year institution.

James selected the former because, she said, “I am deeply
committed to equity. I applaud the community colleges’
role in making higher education and personal/career
development available to everybody.”

The two life decisions for the 42-year-old were two fortunate

choices for CSM, where James has been a dedicated full-
time faculty member since January 1997.

Over the last three years at the College, James has been part
of a three-professor team that teaches Writing in the End
Zone, a learning community with a creative approach to
teaching that links English and physical education classes
(see page 2 for feature).

Karina Orocio’s goals have been fueled and guided by
the hard-working example of her immigrant parents, who
proudly supported the College of San Mateo graduate as a
student leader while at CSM and as a speaker at the school’s
graduation ceremony last spring.

And with pride, her parents, family, friends and many sup-
porters at CSM shared Orocio’s joy when she was awarded
a $20,000 scholarship to attend UC Santa Cruz, applauding
the 22-year-old on her road to becoming an immigration and
civil rights attorney.

Orocio’s father is her “hero, a pillar and inspiration.”
Along with her mother, “the strong queen of the house,” he
wouldn’t let Karina stray from her goal, despite the obstacles
she faced learning a new language and growing up in a

STAFF SPOTLIGHT: John Vehikite

“Think of a number from one to 10,” instructed John
Vehikite, who works in College of San Mateo’s Financial
Aid Office reviewing students’ financial aid applications for

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT: Karina Orocio

violent neighborhood.

Her father’s hard work (18-hour days to
support his immediate family and large
extended family in Mexico) became an
example for Karina as she excelled at
CSM in political science/Latin American
studies, worked two jobs and volunteered at
the East Palo Alto Community Legal Center.

She received direction and support from
faculty, Extended Opportunity Program and
Services (EOPS) and many others at the
community college.

“Coming to CSM completely changed
my life,” said Orocio.

eligibility. “Now, grab my wrist and think of that number over
and over again. Squeeze tighter. OK, now you can let go.”
As Vehikite rubbed his arm, the red marks created by the
grip began to form a number. Suddenly and
amazingly, seven appeared; it was the exact
number Vehikite’s subject was thinking.

How did he do it?

Like a true magician, Vehikite (pronounced
vay-he-key-tay) didn’t reveal the secret of
his trickery.

But, the easy-going 27-year-old did talk freely
about himself and his other interests: Vehikite
enjoys Polynesian/Tongan and Latin dancing
and, most recently, he’s taken up the guitar.

Being a fast learner (he’s a fairly skilled
magician after just two years of studying and
he learned to speak Spanish in just a year-
and-a-half while serving as a missionary
in Texas for The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints), it won’t be a surprise to

James said she enjoys the class, especially helping her End
Zone students (members of CSM’s football team) discover
their strengths off the field, and is gratified when she sees
them responding to her team’s teaching methods.

Although the modest English professor doesn’t consider her-
self a writer (“I’'m a good editor”), she has been contributing
articles to the faculty union newsletter and recently won a
state-wide first place award in feature writing.

Away from CSM, she is busy raising her six-year-old son,
caring for the family’s dog and, when she finds rare spare
time, playing guitar and piano.

And, where does her nickname “Teeka” come from?

The name means “whispering poplars” and, according to
James, her mother picked it out of one of those “100,000
names for your baby” books in search of a nickname
for “Katherine.”

“I like its sharp, clean sound, the way it moves from the front
of the mouth with the ‘t’ back to the middle of the palate with
the ‘k,” the way its clearly distinct two syllables contrast to
the single syllable of my last name,” she explained.

“It feels like who I am,” added James, who, at CSM, is a
stand-out professor.

“Karina is a natural leader and someone to whom
her peers often turn for guidance and advice,”
said Fauzi Hamadeh of CSM’s Student
Activities Office.

“I am eager to see her life unfold,” said her

former English Professor Kathleen Steele. “Her

future will exemplify integrity...as she helps
others help themselves.”

To read the feature in its entirety, visit

collegeofsanmateo.edu and go to Campus
Notes > Student Success Stories.

e

hear Vehikite playing full tunes soon.

Vehikite not only works at CSM but he is an alumnus,
graduating last spring with a 3.71 grade point average, and
plans to study communications at CSU East Bay. Someday,
he hopes to do voice acting and voice-overs.

“It’s funny, my grade point average in high school
was almost the exact reverse of my college GPA,”
Vehikite said in his smooth, pleasant sounding voice.

Vehikite attributes the turn around to his life experience,
including paying jobs and volunteer missionary work. He
said it provided him with a sense of “focus” and desire as he
entered CSM at 24 in 2003.

And while at CSM, he credits Extended Opportunity Programs
& Services (EOPS), his EOPS counselor Arnett Caviel and
the College’s professors, particularly Jim Clifford and Darryl
Stanford, for assistance, guidance and inspiring teaching.
“CSM expected more from me and it drove me to do better,”
he said. “It helped me see my potential as a person.”

And, as it turns out, that was certainly not an illusion.
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At the end of this year, CSM President Shirley
J. Kelly will vetire. This is her final column for
CSM Currents.

It has indeed been a privilege and honor to
serve as College of San Mateo’s president for
the past six years. During this time, there have
been a number of exciting developments at
the College which I would like to share with
you. Certainly among the most significant of
these are in the area of facilities.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank
you for the confidence you have shown in
CSM and the district by passing two general
obligation bonds that have enabled us to make
major improvements in our facilities. We are
proud to have two new buildings—the first to
be constructed since the campus was built in
1962: a state-of-the-art Science Building and Planetarium and the Walter H.
Moore Regional Public Safety Center. In addition, bond money has funded the
renovation and modernization of numerous classrooms and labs and allowed
us to address other long-standing facilities needs. With the development of a
brand new facilities master plan for CSM, we can anticipate many more major
construction and improvement projects over the next several years.

Thanks to the efforts of many faculty, staff, students and administrators, CSM
now has a strategic plan with a set of critical objectives that will guide the
institution for many years. The planning process that we have implemented is
viewed as one of continuous analyses and improvement as we strive to meet the
changing needs of our students and the community. A copy of our strategic
plan is available on our website at collegeofsanmateo.edu > All Students >
About CSM.

Faculty have embraced a commitment to interdisciplinary education as demon-
strated by their participation in two campus wide initiatives: learning commu-
nities and Writing Across the Curriculum. Models such as these are considered
a powerful platform for student learning and their effectiveness has been well-
documented by numerous research studies. These initiatives have strengthened
the curriculum and enhanced the learning experiences of our students.

In a related event, earlier this year, CSM was named a participant in the
prestigious Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching and the
Carnegie Academy for the Scholarship and Learning Program which will
further advance our work in this area.

We have also made significant progress in the development and implementation
of student learning outcomes, an initiative that focuses on key measures of
student learning and institutional accountability. Faculty, staff and administra-
tion have worked very hard over the past two years to identify what students
should be able to do after they complete a course, major, program or overall
college experience.

We are also well along in our preparation for the upcoming accreditation visit
that is scheduled for Fall 2007. A major component of this preparation is a
rigorous self study whereby we conduct a self appraisal of strengths and weak-
nesses and examine every aspect of our institution against a set of standards set
by the accrediting commission. The self study report will be published in the
spring and will be available online.

We have also developed a participatory process for college budget decisions
that involves all stakeholders. The process uses relevant outcomes data to guide
decisions about the budget, hiring and program development.

To all of you who have supported CSM over the years through your financial
contributions and through your participation in our educational, cultural,
athletic and recreational activities, thank you for all you have done to help us
be the quality institution we are today.

I have been extremely fortunate to have had the opportunity to serve as president
of CSM during such exciting times and I am proud of what we have collectively
achieved. I am confident that the College will attract a new leader of high
caliber and will thrive as a vital educational institution serving our community
for decades to come.
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CSM President Emerita Shirley J. Kelly

o

o President Kelly, posed with, from left to right,
Ralph Lane, who along with his wife Joan, sponsors
the “CSM President’s Lecture Series: Diverse Voices
in Writing” through the Lane Family Charitable
Trust; Language Arts Division Dean Susan Estes;
Author Opal Palmer Odisa; and English Professor
Bernard Gershenson in November 2003.

@ President Kelly offered remarks at the ground-
breaking of the Walter H. Moore Regional Public
Safety Center in May of 2005.

© 4 CSMs 2004 commencement ceremony,
President Kelly posed with Candice Alfaro, the
2003-04 student body president.

OPresidentKelly with her Cabinet of administrators,
Jrom left to right, Current Vice President of Instruc-
tion Mike Claire, Dean of Administrative Services
Virgil Stanford, Retired Vice President of Instruction
Grace Sonner and Vice President of Student Services
Patricia Griffin in 2005.

(537 September 2005, President Kelly looked over
the interior of one of the many building projects that
took place during her six-year tenure as president.

O President Kelly is particularly proud of CSM's
new state-of-the-art Science Building, a flagship
Jacility at the north entrance of campus.

5

This newsletter was produced by CSM’s Public Relations & Marketing office.
Email: csmpr@smccd.edu ¢ Phone: (650) 574-6231 « Website:

collegeofsanmateo.edu




