
CSM is funded through a combination of state re venues, federal funds, local  pro p e rt y
taxes, student fees and state lottery proceeds.

This funding is often insufficient to launch new innovative services or offerings,
expand high demand programs or meet critical facility and equipment needs. 

CSM has, therefore, pursued external grants, gifts from individuals and in-kind donations to support specific projects. For example:

Be f o re his death in 1987, the couple 
traveled the world, studying genealogy.

Over the last 60 years, Cloud has devoted
her time to many volunteer groups, including
the Parent-Teacher Association, the San
Mateo County Mental Health Board, the
Optimist Club of Redwood City and
Union Cemetery Association. She was
named Redwood City “Woman of the
Year” in 1986.

“We live in a wonderful country and 
people ought to give back what they are
getting,” she said. “T h e re is no other
country like America.”

Cloud, an active community volunteer who
lives in Redwood City, is believed to be the
oldest living alum of College of San Mateo.

“San Mateo Junior College opened a whole
new world for me,” said Cloud, 94. “This
was a challenge because I had neve r
dreamed of going to college. No one in my
family ever went to college. But I knew
there were things to be learned.

“Had I not gone to San Mateo Junior
College my life would have been 
entirely different.”

She remembers the young and talented 
faculty who earned respect from the 
students. At that time the college was
housed in the Kohl Mansion. T h e re 
were 50 girls and 150 boys.

“I took the train everyday from San Jose
and a lot of kids would take the streetcar
from San Francisco,” Cloud recalled.

She graduated in 1926 and headed off to
San Jose State University where she earned
a degree in elementary education. After a
whirlwind national tour with an acting
company, she taught music at schools in
Albany in the East Bay.

Cloud and husband Roy married in 1934.
They raised two daughters and kept active
in the local community. Roy Cloud went
on to work for the Spice Island Company.

Jean Cloud credits her husband with 
giving her the push to enroll at what was
then San Mateo Junior College.

The year was 1924 and Jean Reynolds 
was all of 17, a graduate of San Jose High
School with dreams of becoming a famous
opera singer. She was dating Roy Cloud
and in an effort to see her more he 
suggested that she take classes at the 
junior college.

“ Oh, I couldn’t go to junior college,” 
she responded. “I didn’t take chemistry
in high school.”

He explained that she didn’t need any 
prerequisites to attend the junior college
and before long the two we re taking 
classes and sharing afternoon breaks in 
San Mateo.
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Enroll at CSM today and 
take advantage of our new online registration option.
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• WEBSITE: http://gocsm.net  • EMAIL: csmpr@smccd.net  • PHONE: (650) 574-6161  • FAX: (650) 574-6680  • ADMISSIONS & RECORDS: (650) 574-6165
• DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 take Hwy 92 West, or from Hwy 280 take Hwy 92 East to the West Hillsdale Blvd. exit and follow signs uphill to campus.
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A message from Dr. Shirley J. Kelly,
CSM President

In 1922 San Mateo Junior College opened
its doors to 33 students. Three generations
and hundreds of thousands of students later,
College of San Mateo (CSM) has long
e vo l ved into a community college—one
whose history, aspirations and achieve m e n t s
a re as vital as the broader community it
re p re s e n t s . It has become the community’s
college of lifelong learning, offering
o p p o rt u n i t i e s to earn a degree or certificate, 
p re p a re for transfer to a baccalaureate
i n s t i t u t i o n, pursue a new career or update
job skills.

As the new president of CSM, I am delighted
to introduce the inaugural issue of CSM
Currents. For me, CSM Currents reflects the
“c o m m u n i t y” in community college, a mirro r
of the extraord i n a ry people and values which
make San Mateo County one of the most
e xciting communities in the country.

Here you will find several brief portraits of
CSM’s former and current students. They
range from the re m a rkable Jean Cloud, 
who has devoted her long life to public 
s e rvice, to those for whom CSM has prov i d e d
genuine access to higher education and 
the inspiration to become literary and 
performing artists.

I am proud that my CSM colleagues engage
in many activities which extend their roles
outside of the classroom, striving constantly
to improve the quality of our curriculum
and services. You will find a reference, for
example, to a major effort at CSM—an  
i n i t i a t i ve in which faculty in re a d i n g ,
English and mathematics are evaluating and
revamping those programs which are, for
many of our students, critical gateways to
further academic and workplace success.

You will read news, too, about several faculty,
including individuals who have won awards
for their professional accomplishments and
whose concern for pre s e rving cultural history
and the natural environment brings meaning
to the expression “global citizen.” 

CSM Cu r re n t s also offers a glimpse of our
courses, programs, and events that together
re p resent our richly diverse global community.
You will find a range of information, fro m
a description of our new global studies 
p rogram to reminders to join us for
KC S M ’s Jazz on the Hill and a poetry 
re a d i n g by the Pu l i t zer Pr i ze winner 
Yusef Ko m u n y a k a .

CSM Cu r re n t s will be published seve r a l
times a year. I hope you will enjoy it as
CSM’s open invitation to visit our scenic
1 6 5 - a c re campus, attend a community
event or fair, enroll in a class or pursue a
career or degree.

William Siebrandt, a 
former San Ma t e o
County resident who
n ow lives in Pe b b l e
Beach, facilitated the
donation. Si e b r a n d t
asked an affluent
friend if he would
help re n ovate the
CSM theater. Hi s
friend agreed. Both
individuals have great
interest in film.

“ My friends and I 
especially enjoy films 
and wanted to make
them more re a d i l y
accessible to the com-
munity near CSM.”

The curtain has fallen and the doors have
shut on the CSM theater as work crews
complete more than $700,000 worth of
renovations to the building.

Thanks to a generous donation from a one-
time local resident and film enthusiast, the
408-seat theater will undergo a major face-
lift in the next five months. The renovated
theater is expected to make its debut later
this spring.

Blueprints call for refurbished theater seats,
new carpet and the installation of a new
display case. In addition the interior and
exterior walls will be painted and the
restrooms upgraded. Finally, there are plans
for new equipment, including a dimmer
panel, projections for film and video, data
communication and rigging.
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Extra Help for the 3 R’s

as well as career programs that provide specific training to meet workplace demands.

CSM offers students first-rate instructional programs, from multimedia and 
computer science to art and literature and biological sciences. The college also 
provides accelerated courses in accounting, office management and electronics, 
equipping students with critical skills in a shorter time frame. And many individuals
elect to attend CSM not to complete a degree or certificate but to augment current
job skills or explore a personal interest.

CSM continues to shape opportunities to meet the demands of students’ busy 
schedules, offering evening and weekend courses as well as dozens of distance 
learning classes via KCSM TV and the Internet. In addition, small class size and 
outstanding student support services ensure that each student has every opportunity
to succeed.

More than ever before, we’re offering so much for so many. Perhaps you ought 
to take a closer look at today’s CSM—there might just be something here for you.

Serving the community since 1922
College of San Mateo has been an important presence in the community for more than 78 years—a destination for thousands of students
seeking transfer preparation, specific job training, new workplace skills or personal enrichment.

However, with the booming economy and Silicon Valley’s technology explosion, we realize there are many residents new to San Mateo
County who may not know us. To those who have recently moved to the area, we extend an invitation to visit our campus off Hi l l s d a l e
B o u l e va rd just west of Highway 92. To longtime residents who may know a bit about CSM and to former students of all ages, we want to
share with you news about exciting new campus developments. 

Since CSM established its current campus on the hilltops of west
San Mateo in 1963, tens of thousands students have 
graduated from the institution, earning an associate’s degree 
or certificate and either transferring to baccalaureate institutions
or taking their education directly to work.

Today, CSM has guaranteed transfer admission agreements with
many schools—among them UC Davis, UC Riverside, UC Santa Cruz, College of Notre Dame, USF and Santa Clara University—

Nearly $150,000 in grants from college resources and the State Chancellor’s Office are currently supporting faculty research on 
student performance outcomes in reading, English composition and mathematics classes. Research findings are expected to have
an impact on similar programs in the 106 other California community colleges.

More than 20 individuals have donated a combined total of $70,000 in private gifts to the Reading Center. These donations will 
be used to upgrade and replace its aging computers and other equipment.

Shirley J. Kelly, President, College of San Mateo
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Step 1:➧

Step 2:➧

Complete and submit CSM’s brief application for admission at no cost.
Applications can be found inside CSM’s Schedule of Classes (available on 
campus and at local public libraries) and online at http://gocsm.net.

When you receive registration appointment info, call SMART at 
(650) 372-3700 to register by phone, or register via the Web by
clicking on the WebSMART icon found at http://gocsm.net.

Spring 2001 classes begin January 17

Summer 2001 classes begin June 18
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