
A message from Dr. Shirley J. Kelly,
CSM President

One of the major challenges I face as 
president is to help preserve those architec-

tural and scenic
qualities that have
earned impre s s i ve
design awards for
College of Sa n
Ma t e o. Mo re impor-
t a n t , h owe ve r, the
c o l l e g e must be
updated and reno-
vated to support
new and emerging

technologies, academic disciplines, occupational
programs and research about how students
most effectively learn. 

In recent years the college has made progress
to update its facilities. Several buildings have
undergone asbestos re m oval and seismic
upgrade, and building safety and access for
the disabled have been improved. All the
exteriors were painted last year. And thanks
to several generous gifts from individuals
and grants from local foundations, our main
theater and Choral Room are now under-
g o i n g renewal. 

In addition, many programs that historically
relied upon low-tech equipment—or at the
most chalk and a blackboard—have become
among the most current in the region.
Among the many changes, an old machine-
shop has been transformed into a s t a t e - o f -
t h e - a rt cro s s - d i s c i p l i n a ry multimedia l a b.
Speech, reading, writing and English 
as a Second Language now share a new
i n t e g r a t e d, Internet-accessible learning 
c e n t e r. The library offers an updated open-
access computer facility adjacent to a variety
of peer-tutoring services.

Howe ve r, the transformation is only 
beginning. Students now learn in ways that
re q u i re new tools. Nursing, chemistry, 
economics and aeronautics students c a n
o b s e rve simulations of pro c e s s e s that in the
past were impossible to demonstrate safely
or in “real time.” 

So the college faces several mandates: to
integrate emerging technologies into classro o m s
as tools for all disciplines and—at the same
t i m e — re vamp the infrastru c t u re and assembly
spaces to support learning in flexible ways. 

Next steps? College of San Mateo is examining
ways to re n ovate science laboratories, 
consolidate student services, increase park i n g
accessibility and modernize all classrooms so
that they appropriately advance student
learning. Look for an update in the fall 
edition of CSM Currents. In the meantime,
please visit the campus to take a stroll 
or learn about our exciting programs 
and services.

Jazz on the Hill Returns to CSM
Sway to the music of big name bands and enjoy spectacular
views from the hills atop west San Mateo during the popular
Jazz on the Hill festival held the weekend of June 2 & 3 at
College of San Mateo.

For the first time ever, Jazz on the Hill will be free thanks 
to generous donations from corporate sponsors. After a one-year
hiatus the eagerly awaited jazz event returns to CSM, 
complete with an eclectic mix of music to satisfy the soul of any
jazz lover. The span of music from a dozen bands, many of them
local favorites, will range from blues, swing and funk to Latin,
Brazilian and romantic. KCSM FM 91 sponsors the event.

This year’s main headliner is jazz legend Ernestine Anderson,
who closes the festival on Sunday afternoon in her first 
appearance at Jazz on the Hill.

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 27

San Mateo, CA

P
C

Residential Customer

ECRWSS

Inside •    •    •    • 

1700 West Hillsdale Boulevard
San Mateo, CA  94402

Woodside couple makes generous donation

page 2➧

page 3➧

Football Coach Larry Owens
working with the pros

Check out the Faculty and
Student Spotlights

Woodside couple helps 
upgrade Reading Center

page 4➧

• WEBSITE: http://gocsm.net  • EMAIL: csmpr@smccd.net  • PHONE: (650) 574-6161  • FAX: (650) 574-6680  • ADMISSIONS & RECORDS: (650) 574-6165
• DIRECTIONS: From Hwy 101 take Hwy 92 West, or from Hwy 280 take Hwy 92 East to the West Hillsdale Blvd. exit and follow signs uphill to campus.

resident’s

olumn

Shirley J. Kelly, President, College of San Mateo

Board of Trustees
San Mateo County Community College District
Patricia Miljanich, President
Richard Holober, Vice President-Clerk
Thomas L. Constantino
Helen Hausman
Karen Schwarz
Benjamin A. Gonzales, Student Trustee, 2000-2001
Earl P. Johnson, District Chancellor

WebSMART

Other artists scheduled to perform are Cats and Jammers, Soul Sauce, Primary Colors, critically acclaimed 
composer Maria Schneider and the Cal State Hayward Big Band, Flora & Airto, Larry Vukovich, Babatunde, t h e
Johnny Nocturne Band, Beatle Jazz, the Be rkeley High School Jazz Ensemble and 14-year-old guitar virt u o s o Julian
Lage. This year’s event will feature two stages.

“This is an opportunity to bring together jazz lovers and KCSM listeners,” said producer Claire Greene. 
“It’s also a great way to thank our members.”

The family-oriented event allows Bay Area jazz fans at every level of expertise to see a wealth of talented 
musicians reflecting the diversity and uniqueness of a truly American art form.

And there will be plenty more than music to entertain the crowds. Community groups and vendors will be 
on hand selling food, beverages and arts and crafts. Bring picnic baskets and blankets but leave the coolers and
alcohol at home.

Entrance is free. Gates open at 10 a.m. Music begins at 11 a.m. and ends at 6 p.m. each day. Pa rking is limited.

For more information, call KCSM FM 91 at (650) 524-6914 or visit the web site at www.kcsm.org.

• Apply for admission • Check your registration status • Register for classes • Drop classes (anytime within    
published deadlines) • Print your schedule of classes • Pay your fees by credit card • Get Financial Aid
information • Apply for federal Financial Aid • Obtain your grades • Print an unofficial transcript

Log on to http://gocsm.net and click on the WebSMART icon. To register for classes by phone, call SMART
at (650) 372-3700. Schedules and applications also are available on campus and at public libraries.

Choral Room Renovations

John and Carol Hamilton knew of College
of San Mateo — John’s business is located
n e a r by and his employees occasionally
enroll in classes — but over the years the
Woodside couple had little interaction with
the college.

That changed late last year after a tour of
the campus led by Georgi LaBerge, former
m a yor of Redwood City and now the 
c o l l e g e’s fund-raising consultant. After

walking through the Reading Center and
hearing about plans to renovate the facility
used by more than 1,000 students each year,
the Hamiltons generously donated $50,000.

“We’ve been thinking about different ways
to donate and we wanted our contribution
to make an impact. We wanted to know
that someone would be able to accomplish
something because of our donation,” said
John Hamilton, a commercial pro p e rt y

d e ve l o p e r.
“What better
gift than to
help people
learn to
read and
raise their
s e l f - e s t e e m . ”

The couple
visited the
center this
spring and
saw first-
hand the
c o n s t ru c t i o n
u p g r a d e s ,
c o m p l e t e
with freshly
p a i n t e d
walls, a
t i g h t e n e d

security system and a remodeled checkout
a rea. New flat screen computers, file cabinets,
tables and chairs should arrive in coming months.

Most of the construction work was 
completed during winter break so it wouldn’t
inconvenience students. John Hamilton was
i m p ressed with the turnaround time to
remodel the center.

“I was surprised how quickly the work was
done,” said John Hamilton, whose father
was president of a community college board
in St. Louis. “They did a great job.”

The Reading Center is an integral part of
the reading program run through the
Language Arts De p a rtment. Opened 20
years ago, the center serves students in a
variety of ways. Instructional aides tutor
students through individualized re a d i n g
programs and students also work on their
skills through computer programs.

Aside from his professional duties, John
Hamilton sits on the board of Rebuilding
Together Peninsula Chapter (formerly
Christmas in July), the San Mateo County
Economic De velopment Association and
n ow the Pre s i d e n t’s Council for
Ad vancement at CSM. Carol Ha m i l t o n
worked at Oracle for 12 years and currently
cares for the couple’s three children, all
under 3 years old. She is  on the board of the
Redwood City Library Foundation.
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Reading Center Aide Richard Innerst gives Carol & John Hamilton a tour of the new center.

Construction is under way this spring to 
re n ovate College of San Ma t e o’s Choral
Room into a large-capacity assembly, perfor-
mance and instructional hall which can serve
both the college and the community at large.

As an acoustically-sound and electronically-
enhanced performance venue, the Choral
Room will serve the county’s need for a 
modern hall equipped with cutting-edge 
projection and display technologies. 

The county has few low-cost, multi-purpose
meeting and performance facilities for 
community use, and this limits the public’s
access to performing arts and other assembly
activities.

To date, the college has been award e d
$240,000 in direct grants from the David
and Lucile Packard Foundation. In addition,
the Pa c k a rd Foundation has pledged a
$50,000 challenge grant which has been
matched by CSM with generous assistance
from other local foundations, businesses and
individuals.

On the blueprints are
plans to improve
lighting, install a new
suspended ceiling grid
and a remote 
c o n t rolled acoustical
paneling system, mod-
e r ni ze heating and
ventilation, and in
the future add 
audio-visual, theatri-
cal lighting and
m o t o r i zed window
coverings.

With 150 seats, the
Choral Room will
continue to be ava i l a b l e
to the community for
a small fee. 

Ma s t e rw o rks Chorale,
a volunteer choir established in 1964, regularly uses the Choral Room for rehearsals.
For more information about the Choral Room, please call President Shirley J. Kelly
at (650) 574-6222.

Apply, enroll and pay for classes online!
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