“LOCAL HERO” SPEECH INSTRUCTIONS

Topic Choice:  Please do not take the term “hero” literally.  You are simply to choose a 



  person from your life who has had some influence on you.  This may be



  someone you know or it may be someone you have never met who has



  influenced your life in some way.

Time Limit:    You are limited to 3 minutes maximum.  This is not a lot of time so after

you have developed your ideas for your speech and organized the

format, you need to practice (out loud) to test for time.  I strongly
recommend that you practice to listen for “uhms,” “ahs,” “you knows,” etc. that diminish your effectiveness   as a speaker.

Delivery:
  DO NOT MEMORIZE YOUR SPEECH!!!  Reasons for this will



  Be explained in class.

Preparation:
   I’ll be blunt.  If you don’t prepare, there are many consequences, but 



   Here are three that are guaranteed:

1) You will not feel in control of the material.  This will increase your nervousness and you won’t do as well as you are capable of and your confidence will be affected.

2) Your audience will be cheated from the great listening experience hey may have had if you had given your all.  They

Will feel you are wasting their time.

3) Your instructor knows the difference between nerve problems and lack of preparation.  I will be sympathetic to nerves because I will see the preparation, but I will not be sympathetic to a lack of preparation and your grade will be affected.  “Winging it” is not a good option.

***Remember to bring your video tape—you must go to the speech lab and tape your speech before it is delivered in class. 

Watch the video and complete the speech evaluation form—be sure you have completed the form to the best of your ability. Have the form Signed and Dated by the lab instructor before leaving the lab. Anyone not completing this assignment will not be allowed to present in class.
LOCAL HERO SPEECH FORMAT

Time Limit: 3 minutes

Notes are limited to one 5x7 card 

OUTLINE FORM

I.  Introduction    (Attention-getting Step)

A. Lead your audience to “meeting” the person you have chosen to speak about

B. Explain who they are and why you chose them

II. Thesis Statement:  States your purpose – Ex:  “Tonight I am going to touch on three reasons I have chosen _______________ as my local hero.”

 III.  Body

A. Reason #1

1. Give an example or anecdote that illustrates the characteristic

Transitional Statement:  Example:  “Not only has my father been an inspiration to me, he has always offered me support.”

B. Reason #2

1. Example or anecdote

Transitional Statement:  “Finally,”  or “The last characteristic I would like you to know about my father is that he has taught me patience.”

C. Reason #3

1. Example or anecdote

IV.  Conclusion
        

