Speech 140 Group Project
Your group of 5-7 people will work together over the semester to develop a reality TV show that will address a real problem facing people over the age of 18.  You may choose any genre of reality TV for your project. Your group's task is to make a persuasive group presentation selling your show to a network (our class).  Your group's presentation must identify the problem while also helping the network to increase it's ratings by appealing to a large audience who can identify with the problem.

Again, your main goal is to convince the network (your classmates) to choose your reality TV show from all the others being offered.  You can only do this by being persuasive and choosing topics that deal with problems faced by your peers. Your show must also be unique from other reality shows currently on TV. You will vote for the best presentation by a group other than your own. The group with the most votes will receive 20 bonus points for each member of the group regardless of your individual grade.

Your group will have class time to work on your project tasks throughout the semester. These tasks will include brainstorming problems of your peers, reviewing concepts for reality shows that would appeal to your target audience, and working through Tuckman's or Fisher's stages of how groups form and operate. You will also need to develop a contract that will include explicit norms for your group--that will be signed by each group member and turned in (date to be decided). Class time may also be available for the collection of concrete supporting evidence to the claims made within your presentation. 

Each group will also be required to meet in the speech lab at the end of the semester to work together to video tape themselves and complete self evaluations that will be due the day of your performance.  You will also be required to complete a written assessment paper regarding group function--instructions for the paper are listed in this handout. 

To recap your objectives:

1: Work collaboratively with your group members to brainstorm, make decisions, and resolve conflict, in order to develop a reality TV show.

2. Develop a written proposal for your reality show in order to gain approval for your topic.

3. Attend a group meeting in the speech lab to review and video tape your presentation. This video tape MUST brought to class on the day of the presentation. It may be used in the grading process.

4. Complete your written group evaluation assessment paper prior to your presentation day (Late papers will NOT be accepted for grading).

5. Compile a two pocket folder to turn in the day of your presentation containing all required paperwork for the presentation—including your video tape.
6. Deliver a well-organized, engaging, and persuasive EXTEMPORANEOUS presentation for your audience.

Presentation Requirements

1.
Name for your group: Create a creative name for your production company and reality TV show.

2.
Advertisement: Your group is responsible for developing an advertisement for your TV show. The advertisement can be a handout (one for each person enrolled in the class), posters (larger enough for the entire audience to see when hanging on the board-using dark colored ink and large lettering), or a one minute video (no longer--be sure you are familiar with the visual equipment in the classroom). You may choose to use power point, but you will be responsible for bringing your own equipment into the classroom and having it set up by the time class begins. All groups will be responsible for THREE advertisements/ visual aids (only one handout and one video per group). Writing on the classroom board does not count as a visual aid.

3.
Research and supporting evidence: Your presentation must contain supporting evidence which must be STATED during your presentation. Each group member is responsible for THREE supporting sources to be stated during their 4-6 minute individual presentation. Supporting evidence considered acceptable for this project would be: quotes or statistics from credible sources such as academic journals, books, popular press, or certain web sites. Web sites that may be used can not end in “.com” unless they are from a major news organization or similarly known foundation. Wikipedia is not considered a reliable source. No more than two web sites may be used to satisfy your personal research requirement. People or interviews that you have conducted are also not considered acceptable for this project. All research will be graded prior to your presentation.

4.
Style and Creativity: All presentations should have a natural flow from one speaker to the next. It is imperative that your group have an introduction, transitions, and a group conclusion to produce a good flow to your presentation. Have a theme that links all individual's speeches to the over all group message.

5.
Time limit: As stated earlier each group member will have 4-6 continuous minutes to convey their message to the class. The group's introduction and conclusion are in addition to the individual presentations. Each member of the group must have an established major role in your presentation--member can not just be responsible for the introduction and conclusion (points for the introduction and conclusion are for the group only, not individuals).   In total your group will have the majority of our class hour to complete the presentation. Timing is essential for a good grade - less than four minutes and more than six minutes will lower your individual grade - PRACTICE!

6. Group Proposal: Each group will be responsible to turn in a proposal for their TV show. Instructions for the proposal are included in this handout.    
7. Group evaluation: Each group member will be responsible for completing a 4-6 page typewritten paper detailing the workings of their group. (12 point font, double spaced, and one inch margin all around) This paper should include an honest evaluation of each of your group members along with the following: 
a. Group Development—using Tuckman’s or Fisher’s stages. Were either useful in describing your group?

b. Norms and Roles—identify your group’s norms. Discuss any deviation from these norms. Discuss the distribution of task, and self-centered roles.

c. Leadership—Who was the leader? Discuss and analyze the leadership in your group.
d. Participation—Using Meyers-Briggs or Shultz’s FIRO theory, try and identify each group member’s personality type. Did conflicting personalities create problems for the group?

e. Group Outcomes—Discuss how effectively or ineffectively the group performed. What strategies could you use to improve group performance?
Grading: This project has many components. Each component will be worth different points.

Group presentation
:
Up to 100 points for each person depending how well the performed? Did you work well together to deliver your presentation?

Individual presentation:
Up to 100 points depending on whether you have the three required sources stated during your speech, the required time limit reached, and if you had good volume, eye contact, vocal variety, and overall natural delivery style--No fillers. Extemporaneous style delivery is required.
Group Proposal:

Up to 25 points for each member depending on following directions. Information regarding the group proposal can be in this handout.
Group evaluation paper:
Up to 100 points depending on following instructions. Instructions for this paper are outlined in the requirement section of this handout under group evaluation.

Lab/Video Tape:

Up to 25 points per person. Don't forget to bring the tape on the day of presentation, and don't forget to get the speech evaluation form signed and dated by the lab instructor along with your individual speech evaluation form. 
Group Proposal Instructions
This is a group paper (it should be more than two, but no more than three pages, double spaced, 12 point font, one inch margin on all sides).  The paper should be the result of every member participating to write a part of this paper. Your proposal paper should include the following information:

1.
The group should write an introduction that will include a brief description of your reality TV show including the following:


   a.
Title


   b.
Premise


   c.
Number of ideal participants for the show


   d.
Setting/location of the show


   e.
Duration of the show (weeks, months)


   f.
Rules for the participants


   g.
Challenges for the participants (include at least three)


   h.
Elimination process


   i.
Grand prize


   j.
Production cost


   k.
Target audience


   l.
Proposed viewing time


   m.
Potential real-life advertisers

2.
Include a brief description of what sets your reality show apart from the others currently on TV.

3.
What methods/techniques will be used during your presentation to persuade the audience to select your show.

4.
Describe your ideas for your advertisements/visual aids.

5.
Identify the speaking role each group member will have during the persuasive group presentation.

6.
Each member should write a brief description of their specific portion of what your group presentation will be about and the specific audience demographic affected by this problem.

7.
Each member should include in their description the three sources they plan to use during their presentation. Integrate these sources within the proposal to add to the validity of your topic.

A title page should include your group number, the name of your production company along with the names of each member of your group.

