Humanities 125: Technology/Contemporary Society/ Human Values

                                                     Spring  2012
MWF 11:10 - 12    16 – 106 (CRN 32426)







                 CSM
Syllabus

Instructor: Dr. David Danielson                                                                                                                              Office Hours: 
Office: 10-412  Phone 574-6376






                                MWF  7:30 - 8
E-mail:   Danielson@smccd.edu      





                                MWF  10 – 11, 12 - 1
Web page:  http://www.smccd.net/accounts/danielson/Hum125/                                                                         TTH    7:30 – 9:30
Text: Required:  Ishmael, Daniel Quinn







   


Brave New World, Aldous Huxley

You will need to choose and read one of the four recommended books for the final exam.




              
Recommended:  A Language Older Than Words, Derrick Jensen




            

            The Biotech Century, Jeremy Rifkin


            The McDonaldization of Society, George Ritzer


            Nonzero, Robert Wright

Course Description:
This is a class looking at the impact of technology on modern society. It is a critical and humanistic analysis of the impact of contemporary technology on the environment, economic and political systems, warfare, education, philosophy, medicine, behavior control and human relations.  We will examine the reasons for the rise of technological civilization in the West, the phenomenology of modern technology and the problem of its control. We will examine the historical context of western society and the impact this has on the entire planet.

     The class will consist of lecture and discussion on the topics. There are two novels to read. Please begin reading Ishmael immediately. The ideas of the book correspond to the lectures at the beginning of the semester; the first exam has questions regarding the book.  The second book, Brave New World, will be on the second exam. The third book is your choice from the four recommended books. The final exam will be based on that book.  If there are no copies of the books left at the bookstore, check the website for online ordering.

Specific Learning Objectives

Identify the major technological developments from the Stone Age to the present:                                                                         Identify the positive and negative effects of those developments upon the formation and characteristics of the modern-day world; Identify the ethical and moral dilemmas posed by those developments;                                                                                               Identify the potential benefits and risks of one of the most controversial of those developments, biotechnology.                                Identify how technology has affected the human condition.
Grades: 
· There will be three exams. The 1st is worth 100 pts., the 2nd is worth 250 pts.  

A = 1000 - 900

 The final is worth 200 pts. (Together they are 550 pts. / 55% of total)


B =   899 – 800

· There will be homework assignments/ quizzes worth 200 pts. [See below

C =   799 - 700

 for homework assignment due dates, read that section carefully.]


D =   699 - 600

· There will be a notebook for you to keep worth 100 pts. 



F =    599 - 0
· Group presentation of a relevant topic which is worth 100 pts. 
· Attendance and participation count for 50 pts.
Some due dates for assignments will be indicated when the assignments are given.  Late exams can be arranged with a 10% drop in grade. Late homework assignments are NOT accepted. 
Group Presentation: (There will be a handout with a checklist to complete.)
A group of people, 3 - 4, will prepare and present information to the class on some aspect of current technology. The goal is to inform the class on the details of some new technology and its implications.

  The format includes a brief presentation of the material with supporting bibliographic documents as well as where to go for further information. The presentation should be about 15 - 20 minutes long.  The presentations will be made during the last 4 weeks of class. For full credit, members of the group must meet with the instructor at least a week before the presentation for a brief chat. {Do not merely copy info from websites. When you do use information, cite the sources.} Also, if you use PowerPoint presentations, do not merely read the slides to the class! Put up some info but use it more as an outline for your ideas.
The topic choice is open, but you need to clear the choice with me as soon as you know so that there will not be duplicate presentations.  It is a first come, first served basis, so the sooner you form a group and decide on your topic, the more likely you will get your choice.  (You must have a group and topic declared during the 5th week, by 2/22, for full credit.)

If a group chose Nanotechnology, they would:

1. Briefly describe and explain Nanotechnology.

2. Provide the instructor with the sources used to be put on the class website 

3. Discuss how this technology does or will affect our lives.

Some Other Possible Topics include:

	Computers

     History

     Current Trends
	Business

    Biotechnology

   Computer Technology

   Privacy
	Environment

Ozone Depletion

Global Warming

Air Pollution
	Ethics

      Artificial Fertilization 
     Animal Experimentation

     Privacy


Further Important Information: 

You can expect me to meet the class for all the sessions unless unavoidably detained. If I know ahead of time that I will be unable to meet the class, you will be forewarned. I will be emailing you often using the school-provided gmail address. Either check that site regularly or forward that mail to your usual email address. Thanks
Attendance: You are allowed 3 unexcused absences. After that, your absences count severely against your participation grade. If you want an absence excused, submit a written explanation; verbal explanations won’t be considered. If you miss more than a week’s worth of classes, see me immediately. (One week constitutes the number of sessions the class meets weekly.)

     I expect that you will attend class and show up on time. Repeated failure of either disrupts the learning environment.  Since we will often be discussing the books or articles, I expect that you will come to class having read the assignments and ready to participate. If for some reason you know that you have to leave early, please sit by the door to cause the least disruption to the learning environment. If you need to make arrangements to miss a class and get an assignment, please let me know ahead of time and put it in writing. (I have found I cannot remember all the verbal details.)
Electronic Devices: If you carry a cell phone etc, unless you need to take an emergency call, please turn it off/ silent during class time. If you must take a call for emergency reasons, let me know beforehand. Checking these electronic leashes disrupt the learning environment. Don’t text message: if I notice anyone text messaging, then there will be consequences.  If you use a computer in class for taking notes, that is okay. However, you must sit in one of the first two rows and email your notes that day from class before you leave class.  If I suspect you are inappropriately surfing the web, email etc. during class, I will ask you to stop and I will check your computer. If you aren’t taking notes, there will be consequences.  

For the 2nd class session you attend please bring to class a 4X 6 card with your name and a phone number or e-mail address that you don’t mind that I have on the top. Please leave a lot of space on the card. Please make sure it is a 4 X 6 card. This is part of the first homework assignment! (There are cards available at my office door if you don’t have any 4X6 cards.)

Note: It is ultimately your responsibility to drop, so don’t expect me to drop you if you walk away. I do retain the option to drop any student for excessive absences (more than two week’s class sessions.) Failure to drop will result in your receiving a failing grade for the class.  If you ask me to drop you and the request is made before the final drop date, I will drop you. (A short note or a phone message will suffice: include your student g number.)

You cannot receive an incomplete without a written request that is approved. 

Plagiarism
Due to recent increases in plagiarism a brief reminder. When you submit work make sure it is your work. If you use other’s work use quotation marks and cite sources. This includes internet sites! If you use a site to help structure an answer, cite the source! Although it is easy to find information on the web, it is easy to find plagiarized material as well. Failure to cite sources etc. results in a failing grade for the assignment.  There is an explanation linked to the website for this class. 

If you have a documented disability and need accommodations for this class, please see me as soon as possible or contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) for assistance. The DRC is located in Bldg. 10 - 120. 650.574.6438: TTY 650.574.6230
Important Dates:  See the attached schedule
	Last Day for brief office visit 2/1

Last Day to Drop without a “W” 2/10
Presidents’ Holiday 2/17 - 20
Last Day for Group Formation 2/22
No Class Fri. 3/9
	Last Day to Withdraw with a “W” 4/26
Spring Break  4/2 - 6
Exam #1 Wednesday 2/15  (in class) 10%
Exam #2  Monday 4/16   is due (Take Home) 25%
Final Exam Wednesday 5/23   11:10 – 1:40 (take home) 20%
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Course Topic    Schedule

     We will be generally following the topic schedule below.  Also there is a list of questions/assignments to be answered and submitted for credit on the assigned dates.

 I.   The rise of ancient civilization: Domestication of Plants & Animals, Government, Economics, Writing, Religion

 II.   Ancient Greece: Philosophy, Science, Politics, Religion

III. The Age of Science: Renaissance, Scientific Method, Politics, Religion, Progress

IV. The Industrial Revolution: Application of Science to Industry, Factory System

 V.   The Modern Age: Propaganda, Education, Television, Politics, Medicine, Computers, Environment, Communication, War, Power, Genetics, Survival 

Home work Assignments

There are assignments due each week. These are to be typed, and ready at the beginning of class. If you arrive without the assignment, or it’s not typed, it cannot be turned in late. We may begin class by exchanging papers and discussing your answers in small groups so in order to participate you need to have them ready.

You will be given a list of the questions every few weeks. I will be randomly choosing to read and grade some carefully while for others you will receive full credit automatically for submitting them on time.

The answers should be limited to two short paragraphs. They will be evaluated on their understanding of the material and on their use of reasoning. Please use only your own words and do not merely quote large sections from texts, lectures or handouts.

1. Turn in the 4X6 card with the appropriate information. This is due on the second class session you attend. (I will take these late for reduced credit, but I need these!) Please make sure they are 4 X 6. (There are cards available at my office door.)
2. Meet with me during office hours for a brief chat. There is no writing for this. (You have until 2/1.)
3.  How would you answer Yali’s question (“Why do you white people have so much cargo and we New Guinean people have so little?” (The due date is  1/20)
4.  What is the purpose of the notebook? (The due date is 1/23)
5. Describe three main factors that, according to the lectures on Diamond’s work, contributed to early humans domesticating plants. (Due date is 1/27)

6. Explain the difference between “takers” and “leavers” in Ishmael. (The due date is 1/30.)
7. According to the lectures, describe at least five factors that limited the types of animals that were domesticated. (The due date is 2/3.)
8. How does the development of written language aid the development of civilization? (The due date is 2/6.)

9. What are the Major Laws that Quinn identifies which the “takers” neglect? (The due date is 2/8.)
10.  The “Types of Societies” handout from Guns, Germs and Steel explores a shift from “egalitarianism” to kleptocracy.  What are at least three key elements that cause this change in social structure? (The due date is  2/13.)
First Exam is in-class on Wednesday, 2/15. I will give you the possible questions a week ahead of time. 

Extra Credit: There will be an extra credit assignment for the course. It is to read an approved book on technology and write a 5 page summary. I have a partial list of books on the web site for the class. There will also be other extra credit assignments available to augment missed homework assignments.
Humanities Notebook

One major credo in Philosophy is to “know thyself.”

   In an effort to aid in that process I ask you to keep a notebook. It is a place to explore who you are in more depth than is usually possible in your hectic daily life. What I mean by a “notebook” is not the type of book or paper used, essentially it does not matter. It is the writing at a very intimate level of self-understanding. I have found for myself that a profound path towards self-knowledge is to write. Writing makes possible the grasping of an often-elusive sense of who I am. It gives form to a chaotic, swirling flux of my existence. It is also a practice which allows you to see yourself more objectively and relates to the following quote from Robert Keegan “The subject of one stage [of growth] becomes the object of the subject at the next stage.”
   The notebook for this class can be of several different types that will be discussed in class. What I expect from you is an authentic attempt to take yourself seriously. I will ask that you attempt the examples that are discussed in class. And there will be times when we write in class. I expect to see those sessions reflected in the paper at the end.

   You may at this point have questions regarding “How much do I have to write?” and “How will this be graded?”

   There is no easy answer as to how much to write. Some people are prolific, others are less so. Thus quantitative benchmarks alone are not helpful.  As long as it is a truthful process, the results will be important. A minimum amount is to attempt those assigned on the notebook assignment handouts. (Merely doing the minimum, writing on the topics I provide is the equivalent of a “B” grade.) But the more that you do, the easier the assignment at the end will be to accomplish.

   At the end of the semester I will ask you to reread all you have written and provide me a summary description and critical reflection on what you learned in the process. This written assignment will be the item graded. I will NOT be reading your notebook, EVER! Other questions you may have regarding this process I hope to answer as we progress in the semester. I will ask you to include the number of entries you have made as part of the grade.

   I would like you to begin as soon as possible. A good place to begin is to ask yourself “Where am I now in my life?” Asking this question gives you a sense of the current situation you are in. Part of answering this question is to list the important people, events, situations, circumstances, “works”, hopes, plans, dreams, religious / spiritual experiences, and bodily awarenesses you have. Finally, make sure to date each entry, including the year.

   Keep in mind that no one will be reading this notebook, it is for you. So you need not write it for anyone else. (You are the audience.) Dive deep into yourself; the more that you give to the process, the more you will learn.

    I wish you well on this journey.

(Many of the assignments are inspired by the work of Ira Progoff Ph.D. in his book At a Journal Workshop, and by Byron Katie’s book Loving What Is.)
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Notebook Assignment Topics

These can be written at the beginning of class if you arrive early, or they can be done outside of class. The notebook will not be turned in so feel free to write whatever comes to mind. You are encouraged to write more than on these topics, these are assignments and I would want you to try them however.

    Remember that these assignments are a minimum. I encourage you to write more.

1/18 
Why am I here?
1/20
Where am I now in my life? (see notebook handout)

1/23 
What are your goals for this class?
1/25 
Who am I today?
1/27 
Steppingstones:  list 8 – 12 events in your life, beginning with “I was born.” Spontaneously list other events that mark key moments in your life.
1/30
Reflect on your reading of Ishmael. What have you learned so far?
2/1
How dependent on technology do you find your life?
2/3
Record any dreams you have had recently. (Feel free to keep adding to list during the semester when you remember dreams in the morning.)
2/6 
Who am I today?
2/8
Reflect on ideas from Ishmael. Are there ones with which you agree/disagree?
2/10
Dialogue with Persons: Pick some person important to you. Write a brief history of the relationship. Then write a conversation with that person. Allow yourself to be in a “twilight state” of consciousness so that you are not merely directing the words. Allow the other person to speak from his or her perspective.
2/13 
How did you come to know what is true in your life?
2/15
First Exam - How did you prepare for the Exam?
2/17 
Holiday
Fall 2011  Humanities 125

           Monday


                                Wednesday




Friday

	1/16

	18
Intro - Current Situation          

	20       
  Syllabus  / Notebook

	23      How did we get here?

Beginnings of Civilization

Guns, Germs and Steel
	25
Beginnings -

Plant Domestication
	27
Beginnings -

Animal Domestication

	30
Ishmael Discussion (Please read at least half the book.)
	2/1
Beginnings – Mythology

	3
Beginnings – Language

	6
 Beginnings –  Large Societies        
	8
Discussion on Ishmael (Have most of the book read.)            
	10
  Greek Mythology /Science / Philosophy   

	13
 Greek Mythology /Science / Philosophy
	15
In-class   Exam on Ishmael

	17
      Holiday

	20
Holiday 
	22
Feudal World – Scientific Revolution
	24
Scientific Method – Bacon/ Descartes
Exam Review

	27
Rise of Individualism/ Progress


	29
Industrial Revolution
	3/2
Marx / Alienation



	5
Modern World / Technocracy


	7
Propaganda


	9
     Flex Day

	12
Brave New World Discussion

	14
Propaganda   


	16
Propaganda

	19
Advertising
	21
Advertising

	23


	26
Water

	28
Water 
	30
Disease / Health



	4/2
	Spring Break
	6

	9
Discussion on Brave New World


	11
Disease / Health
	13
Environment



	16
Environment

2nd Exam Due
	18
Nuclear Issues
	20
Nuclear Issues

	23
Modern Agriculture 
	25
Modern Agriculture
	27
Genetics

	30
Genetics

	5/2
Bill Joy Video


	4
Video

	7
Computers

	9
Computers 
	11
Computers

	14
War
	16
    War


	18
      Class Summary


	21

	23
Final Exam  11:10 – 1:40
	25


