Types of Societies*


Band
Tribe
Chiefdom
State

Membership





Numbers of People
Dozens
Hundreds
Thousands
Over 50,000

Settlement  pattern
Nomadic
Fixed: 1 village
Fixed: 1 or more villages
Fixed: Many villages and cities

Basis of Relationships
Kin
Kin-based clans
Class and residence
Class and residence

Ethnicities and languages
1
1
1
1 or more







Government





Decision making leadership
“egalitarian”
“egalitarian” or big-man
Centralized hereditary
Centralized

Bureaucracy
None
None
None or 1 or 2 levels
Many levels

Monopoly of force and information
No
No
Yes
Yes

Conflict resolution
Informal
Informal
Centralized
Laws, judges

Hierarchy of settlement
No
No
No-> paramount village
Capital









Religion





Justifies kleptocracy
No
No
Yes
Yes -> No







Economy





Food production
No
No -> yes
Yes -> intensive
Intensive

Division of labor
No
No
No -> Yes
Yes

Exchanges
Reciprocal
Reciprocal
Redistributive (“tribute”)
Redistributive  (“Taxes”)

Control of land
Band
Clan
Chief
Various







Society





Stratified
No
No
Yes, by kin
Yes, not by kin

Slavery
No
No
Small-scale
Large-scale

Luxury goods for elite
No
No
Yes
Yes

Public Architecture
No
No
No ->yes
Yes

Indigenous literacy
No
No
No
often

* This table is taken from Jared Diamond’s book Guns Germs and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies
 W.W. Norton, New York, 1999

