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                             Fall 2009
Course      Topic / Assignment   Schedule

     We will be generally following the topic schedule below.  Also there is a list of questions/assignments that are to be answered and submitted for credit on the assigned dates. 
 II.   Ancient Greece: Philosophy, Science, Politics, Religion
III. The Age of Science:  Renaissance, Scientific Method, Politics, Religion, Progress

IV. The Industrial Revolution:  Application of Science to Industry, Factory System

 V.   The Modern Age:  Propaganda, Education, Television, Politics, Medicine, Computers, Environment, Communication, War, Power, Genetics, Survival 

Homework Assignments: The answers should be a paragraph or two for the assignments up to the 2nd exam. I will assign some of the due dates in class depending upon when we finish the topics. There may be other questions assigned in class.

1. Contained on the “Types of Societies” handout from Guns, Germs and Steel there is a shift from “egalitarianism” to kleptocracy.  What are at least three key elements that cause this change in social structure? (The due date is 9/21.)

2. What are the methods used in Brave New World to “educate” the young? Due 10/7
3. What are the main themes that reflect the change from a feudal society to the age of science? Due  

4. Briefly explain how the scientific method developed by Descartes and Bacon is an important development.  Due 
5. What are the basic themes of propaganda? (Include Ellul’s and Chomsky’s ideas.) Due 
6. What are the 4 arguments for the elimination of television? Due 

7. Explain the key ideas from Chapter 17 of Brave New World.  Due 10/30
There will be videos shown throughout the rest of the semester; on the session following the completion of the video submit a summary. The summary should be 1 & 1/2 – 2 pages in length.

I will also be emailing essays written by a variety of authors including Noam Chomsky. One week after the essays are handed out, submit a 1 &1/2 to 2 page summary of the essays.

       The 2nd exam is take-home and due on 11/9. It will focus on Brave New World and the lectures since the first exam.
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9/21 How do you think you did on the exam?
9/23 Who do you want to be 10 years from now? Have a conversation with you 10 years older than your present age. What does that person tell you about who you will become?
9/25 Record any dreams you have been having.
9/28 Dialogue with the Body: Consider that your body is the other with whom you have a conversation. First, list 8 – 10 body memories that come to mind. Then write a brief statement summarizing your current physical state of being. Then have a dialogue with your body.

9/30 What are your reactions to the ideas presented early on in Brave New World?
10/2 What are your reactions to ideas present about the age of reason and the scientific revolution?
10/5 Who are you today?
10/7 Have you had any experiences that connect you to something larger than your self? This can be construed as something like a religious or spiritual experience. Record those experiences.

10/9 Record any dreams you have been having  
10/12 Any reactions to the ideas presented about Marx’s concept of alienation?
10/14 Any first reactions to the concept of propaganda?

10/16 What ideas, fears, concerns does reading Brave New World create in you? Feel free to reflect on the key concepts that the book presents.

10/19  Any first reactions to the concept of advertising and the role it plays in your life?

10/21 What is it like to be you today?

10/23 Dialogue with some “work” that calls you. (Remember that a work is some activity that makes you want to get up in the morning and participate, it’s not necessarily your job where you earn money.)

10/26 Any reactions to the information about our modern world and the issues we face? E.g. water concerns etc.

10/28 How is your preparation for the exam coming along? Reflect on your preparation and how well it is going.

10/30 Record any dreams you have been having.

11/2 What is it like to be you?   

11/4 To what degree do you think we live in a society like that of Brave New World? Feel free to reflect on the key concepts from Chapters 16 & 17.

11/6 Who are you today?  

11/9 2nd Exam is due.

