The Matrix
Main Philosophical Themes
Alice in Wonderland, the white rabbit Neo follows, Morpheous’ comment about going down the rabbit hole. Charles Dodson, the philosopher, is the writer.  His goal was to teach logic to his niece.
Free will vs. Determinism; Morpheous asks Neo whether he believes in fate. Does Neo have a choice to reject being the one or is he fated to take on the task and become who he truly is?
Plato’s cave; the moment when Neo takes the pill and sees he’s a slave. Waking up in the Matrix and released, painfully, from his chains, dragged up into the light.  Then Neo needs to learn to use his physical body in the real world. Finally he can see the truth.

     Plato’s world is reversed because it is darker and unpleasant in the real world.

Descartes’ Evil genius thesis; The AI program is fooling all the people into believing that certain things are true when in fact it is all false. (It’s never fully addressed whether or not there are tools of consciousness that allow us to know for certain.)
Oracle; the Oracle at Delphi is nodded to in the kitchen with the quote, “know thyself.” Does the Oracle give Neo the truth? How is the Oracle in the movie like the story Chaerephon hears and tells Socrates?
Messiah story; Neo is called “the One” by Morpheous, yet he’s told he isn’t by the Oracle. Neo must choose his fate? By making a decision to risk his life, thinking he will die, in order to save Morpheous, since one or the other will die according to the Oracle. (Is Neo dying to his old sense of self?) Is Cypher a Judas character?

Religious Quest; the tasks that Neo must learn is strengthening his control of his mind. The martial arts scene is teaching Neo to control his mind’s sense of what is really real.

Theories of Consciousness; What is really real? Can AI programs truly be thinking as the Agent implies to Morpheous in the torture scene?

Love; Ultimately Trinity and her love for Neo saves him from his death and revives him, allowing him to become “the One.” Is this the Trinity of the New Testament that allows Jesus, the Messiah, to beat death on the cross? (Yet Trinity is also following the tale of the Oracle who said that she will only fall in love with “the One.”  

Questions;  How do the agents put the monitor is Neo?  How does the pill that Morpheous gives Neo work?

The Matrix
For full homework credit for Danielson’s class;
Pick two philosophical themes discussed after the film and write a description of the themes and how they fit in the movie.
This is due by October 3rd.
