Ronald D. Laing 1927 - 1989

     Ronald Laing was a psychiatrist who used innovative techniques to work with Schizophrenic patients.  He advocated, at point in his career, that patients and therapists should live together to avoid the false dichotomy of sick and well regarding the persons involved.

   He wrote many books including: The Politics of the Family, The Politics of Experience, The Divided Self, Self and Others, Conversations with Children, The Facts of Life, Sanity, Madness and the Family, and a book of poems Knots.

   As the introduction t the reading in our text mentions, Laing’s work is asking philosophical questions regarding the nature of the self. Although he is trained as a psychiatrist, it is arguable that all the scientific questions, which are pursued, are the outgrowth of earlier philosophic questions posed by philosophers.

A Website: http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Olympus/5214/laing.html

Laing Reading Questions:
1. Explain Laing’s description of projection, attribution, induction and mapping.

2. What does Laing say about hypnosis?

3. Why are there resistances to the process of mapping?

4. How does Laing describe Repression?

5. What is the point in his discussion of “Happy Families?”

6. What does he mean in the section discussing the “rules against knowing about certain rules?”

7. Where do Laing’s ideas lead regarding Western Civilization?

· Responding in the notebook to Laing’s insights and questions will be profitable on your quest to know yourself.
