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Discussion Questions

Stix G. A New Assault on HIV. Scientific American June 2006: 76-79.

1. How was the maturation inhibitor drug (PA-457) initially identified? What might this suggest about future methods of identifying pharmaceutical products?

2. How does PA-457 differ from the current anti-HIV drugs?

3. How does PA-457 inhibit HIV viral replication?

4. What are some other types of drugs that are being developed against HIV?

Minkel JR. Dangling a Carrot for Vaccines. Scientific American July 2006: 39-40.

1. What factors contribute to the scarcity of pharmaceutical products (including vaccines) in developing countries? 
2. How does Michael Kremer propose to address these problems?
3. What are the potential benefits and risks of Kremer’s proposal?
4. Do you think Kremer’s proposal will work? Why or why not?
Mukerjee M. The Prostitutes’ Union. Scientific American April 2006: 36-37.

1. In what ways is HIV spread throughout Indian society?

2. What is the Sonagachi project?
3. What principles does Smarajit Jana think are important for a project such as the Sonagachi project to succeed?

4. Why has sex-worker education alone failed to reduced HIV infection rates?

5. What factors have contributed to the success of the Sonagachi project?

6. What do you think of the principles on which the Sonagachi project was founded?

