Poetry Analysis Essay

October 13, 2009
Instructor: Liza Erpelo
English 110 AK



The Prompt

e Choose a poem from R. Zamora
Linmark’s The Evolution of a Sigh
and write an essay in which you
analyze the poem’s literary elements
(parts of the poem and figures of
speech) and use this analysis to
interpret the meaning of this poem.



The Prompt

e In other words, what is the poem
saying and what literary elements
does the author use to demonstrate
this message?



Introduction

Provide the necessary background
information in 3 to 5 sentences:

v title of poem

v poet’'s name/any relevant
biographical facts

v summary of the poem’s subject or
topic.



Thesis

e In your thesis, identify the literary
element(s) to be analyzed and the
approach or direction of the analysis.

e What message is the poem sending?




Sample Thesis Statement #1

In “First Lessons,” R. Zamora Linmark
uses allusions to describe how not to
write a poem, and then he uses
imagery and allusions to describe
how to write a poem properly.



Sample Thesis Statement #2

R. Zamora Linmark in “First Lessons”
uses imagery and verbal irony to
describe how a writer can discover
his or her topic, then through diction
and allusion, tells the writer how to
write a poem that will leave a lasting
impression on readers.



Sample Thesis Statement #3

In the poem “First Lessons,” R. Zamora
Linmark uses allusion and visual imagery in
a playful way to teach writers what to
avoid and what to incorporate when
composing poems based on other literary
works. Linmark advises writers that it is
okay to borrow, or even steal, from others’
literary works as long as they replace them
with works of their own.



Body Paragraphs

e The number of paragraphs will be
based on the number of elements
you analyze and the number of
claims that you make.



Sample Organization #1

In “First Lessons,” R. Zamora Linmark
uses allusions to describe how not to
write a poem, and then he uses
imagery and allusions to describe
how to write a poem properly.



Sample Organization #1

1. the author uses allusions to
describe how not to write a poem

2. the author uses imagery to describe
how to write a poem properly

3. the author uses allusions to
describe how to write a poem

properly




Sample Organization #2

R. Zamora Linmark in “First Lessons”
uses imagery and verbal irony to
describe how a writer can discover
his or her topic, then through diction
and allusion, tells the writer how to
write a poem that will leave a lasting
impression on readers.



Sample Organization #2

. the author uses imagery to describe how a
writer can discover his or her topic

. the author uses verbal irony to describe
how a writer can discover his or her topic

. the author uses diction to tell the writer
how to write a poem that will leave a
lasting impression on readers

. the author uses allusion to tell the writer
how to write a poem that will leave a
lasting impression on readers



Conclusion

e Your concluding paragraph should
begin by echoing your major thesis
without repeating the words
verbatim.

e It should broaden from the thesis
statement to answer the “so what?”
question your reader may have after

reading your essay.




Conclusion

e Reflect on how your essay topic
relates to the poem as a whole

e Evaluate how successful the author
is in achieving his or her goal or
message

e Give a personal statement about the
topic



Conclusion

e Make predictions

e Connect back to your creative
opening

e Give your opinion of the poem’s
value or significance
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Thesis Workshop




HOMEWORK

Bring in 3 copies of

your rough draft -

typed, 2 pages — for peer review.

IMPORTANT: If you missed peer
review for the American Son essay,

you must be pre
or your final pac
penalized one fu

pared on Thursday
ket will be

| grade.




