Skyline College

PSY/ECE 201

Child and Adolescent Development  

Course Syllabus-Spring 2012
Section: AX (30718/36430)  Rm: 4-170 Hours:  11:10am- 12pm MWF

Transfer: CSU;UC

Instructor: Paul Tony Jackson, Ph.D.

Office Hours: MWF 10am-11am; M 3pm-4pm and 5pm-6pm
Office:  Rm. 1131   Phone: x 4156         
E-mail: jacksont@smccd.edu

Text:

Voyages, Childhood and Adolescence; 3rd ed.,  S. Rathus

Observing Children and Adolescents: Workbook and Interactive CD Package, Swartwood and Trotter.

Exam Schedule:

Quizzes :TBA 




Research Papers Due 

Mar. 16,  (Friday)
Final Exam 


May. 23, (Wednesday); 11:10am – 1:40pm 

Goals:

To increase the level of awareness and understanding of human physiological, psychological, and social development, acquainting the student with the fundamental theories of child development.  To facilitate dialogue around current research and controversial issues relative to child development.

Description:
This course will utilize a combination of lectures, readings from the assigned text and various articles, video and audio material, visual aids, and activities in an interactive group process.  In the spirit of learning communities, active student involvement in a collaborative learning process will be extremely important.  “Collaborative experiences provided lessons that no lectures or homilies can provide.  Asking students to share the responsibility for each other’s learning teaches students their learning and that of their peers are inextricably intertwined and that, regardless of race, class, gender, or background, their academic interests are the same” (Tinto 1998, p. 173)

1)  Attendance:
Attending class is extremely important and unexcused absences are taken very seriously.  Three tardies will amount to one unexcused absence. Quality of participation is also very important and every effort will be made to support your participation.  More than 3 unexcused absences (UA) will affect your grade.  Each student begins the class with a full 20pts for class participation (CP) and points are reduced as follows: 4 UA’s reduces CP by 5pts, 5 UA’s by 10pts, 6 UA’s by 15pts, above 6 = 0pts. Sign in sheets will be available before class begins.  Each student must sign only his/her name (NO EXCEPTIONS).  Penalty for signing another student’s name will be expulsion from the class.

2)  Examinations:
Students will be responsible for the course material covered in the lectures, textbook, and videotaped material.  A total of four quizzes (2 individual and 2 group quizzes) will be scheduled.  The final exam will be comprehensive and will require integration and synthesis of the theories and concepts covered during the entire course. Examinations MUST BE TAKEN AS SCHEDULED. Students who arrive more than 5 minutes late for a quiz will not be allowed to take it.  Students who show up more than 15 minutes late for the Final Exam will not be allowed to take it (Certain exceptions apply, including pre-notification of tardiness.  Regardless of the specifics of the exception, the exam will be rescheduled at a 10% cost to the student).
All exams and quizzes unless otherwise specified will be multiple-choice format.  Scantron sheets are required and it is the student’s responsibility to have them on hand at all times.  Scantrons are available in the bookstore. Make sure that you purchase the thin, 11.5 sheet which can be used for exams and short quizzes.  Students are responsible for having blank Scantron forms available at all class meetings.
Make-up Tests (read carefully)

Students who score “9” or more points on their Quiz #1 will be allowed to make-up the desired quiz according to the schedule (TBA).   If a student is absent for a quiz without excuse the make-up quiz will generally NOT be allowed.  Make-up tests will only be offered to students who notify me the class session before the exam (preferably 2 days before the exam date). In case of illness or other circumstances taking place on the exam date, it is your responsibility to notify me that same day by voice mail or by coming to my office (Rm: 1131 Bldg 1) in order for accommodations to be made relative to your situation.
Make-up tests WILL NOT be offered (you will receive a 0) if notification was not given prior to the exam date and time or without presenting a valid and official doctors note- NO EXCEPTIONS!
Integrity Policy:

1) Cheating is not allowed under any circumstances.  As a consequence, the student will receive no credit for the assignment (See the current college catalog for further information).
     

2) Plagiarism: “to take from another and pass them off as one’s own” is not allowed under any circumstances. The student will receive an “F” and will receive no credit for the assignment. 

Tardiness versus Absence:
Tardiness: “behind time, late or delayed”.  This is not allowed on a regular basis.  If you are tardy within 15 minutes of the official start of class, it is your responsibility to sign the attendance sheet before the end of the class session.  Otherwise, you are considered absent.  Tardiness beyond 15 minutes of the start of class is considered absent.

Once you sign the attendance sheet, you are considered present if and only if you remain in class for the entire class session.  Signing the sheet and leaving the classroom is not considered an attendance and will be considered an absence.  If you need to leave early for an illness-related circumstance, you should notify me.

 
· Scantron Exams are typically tough exams. Test questions will come from both text and lectures.  Due to the time limitation, it is not possible to lecture on all material, therefore it is imperative that you read the assigned chapters in order to do well on the tests.  READ! READ! READ!
· Electronic translation devices are NOT ALLOWED!  Students may use hard copy translators and must present the translator for inspection before each exam.

· All cellular phones are to remain off while in class.  In case of emergency students may notify the professor in advance and only in these cases may the cell phone be placed in silent mode.  At no times are cell phones to be answered or used in class for any purposes (this includes texting).
· Use of laptop computers will not be allowed in the classroom.  In-class note taking should be conducted with use of paper and pen/pencil.  Cornell style notes are recommended. 
Disabilities:

If you have any disability, please advise me during the first week of class.  In order to provide you with the appropriate accommodations, you need to get a signed form from the Disabled Students Programs and Services  (650)-738-4280. 

Also it is your responsibility to notify me of any circumstances that may interfere with your work in the course.  If problems arise, you must notify me immediately so that appropriate assistance and consideration can be given.  DO NOT wait until after the fact to reveal circumstances that may have compromised your performance in the course.

3) Research Paper (Article Review)

One step in conducting psychological research is learning to review and understand prior and current published research studies.  In this research project you may choose a topic that will be covered in this course (e.g., play, gender roles, effects of television, effects of drugs, effects of poverty) and find a research report in a  journal (e.g., Developmental Psychology, Child Development, Journal of Marriage and the Family, Early Childhood Research Quarterly) on your chosen topic.  Read the article and write a 3-4-page report about the article. The article must describe research utilizing an experimental or correlational design.  No archival research will be accepted.  Enclose a copy of the first page of the research article (include the abstract that briefly summarizes the entire research study) with your report.  In addition to including the main points of the study, give your personal reactions to the research findings.  Students are to clear all articles with instructor.  This will help you to make effective use of your time.
Questions

1. Can you use the title of the study to identify the independent and dependent variables?

2. What did you learn from the introduction section?  What is the historical background of the research topic? Which earlier research findings are given as most relevant to this study? What theoretical explanations are emphasized in this section?  What is the hypothesis of the present study?

3. What did you learn from the methods section? Who were the subjects? What procedures (e.g. apparatus, directions, assessment tools) were used? 

4. What did you learn from the results section?  What kinds of statistical procedures were used?  What did you learn from charts, frequency tables, and bar graphs?  What results did the authors say were statistically significant?

5. What did you learn from the discussion section? How did the authors interpret their results? Did they provide alternative explanations?  Did they talk about the limitations of the present research study?  What future research studies were suggested?

6. What kinds of ideas did this article make you think about? Can you design a similar study on this topic?

4) Child Observation Paper (Group)
An important aspect of the study of Developmental Psychology is the use of observation.  Assigned groups will observe a child between the ages of 2-7 yrs. for a total of two hours in no less than two settings.  Your group report on the observation should include the following:  1) Briefly describe the setting, date, time, location, weather, activity, other children or adults present;  2) Identify the subject, age, sex, physical appearance;  3)Record events, interactions and behaviors using descriptive objective language; 4) Record verbatim, a maximum of one page of quotes from the child during the observation period. Be careful to provide context for the dialogue; 5) Using no more than two major theories and constructs from the course, analyze the physical, cognitive, and psychosocial development of the child.  Your paper should be typed, double spaced, and a maximum of 7 pages.
Grading:    

A point system will be utilized as follows:

Final exam



          
80 pts

Group observation



50 pts

Quizzes




80 pts

Research paper



40 pts

Lab Homework



40

Class participation



20 pts


total possible: 310

Extra Credit




20%

Total points will be calculated at the semester's end and an appropriate letter grade awarded. Extra Credit up to 20% of total points possible will be offered. Corresponding letter grades will be awarded as follows:

A 




282 - 310

B




258 - 281

C




217 - 257

D




174 - 216

F 




Below 174 (Don't Even Think About It!)
Course Outline:

Week #1


Course Introduction
Jan. 18, 20


Chap. 1: History, Theories and Methods




Observation Manual (pgs. 3-56)
Week #2:


Chap. 1: History, Theories and Methods
Jan. 23, 25, 27

Chap. 3: Prenatal Development

Week #3


Chap. 3: Prenatal Development
30: Feb. 1, 3


(Practice Quiz/ Review)





OM: HW#1 Due – Feb 4
Week #4


Chap. 4: Birth and the Newborn Baby 
Feb. 6, 8, 10



Week #5


Chap. 5: Physical Development: Infancy
Feb. 13, 15,


OM: HW#2 Due – Feb 16
Feb. 17-20


Holiday: Lincoln’s Birthday/President’s Day
Week #6


Chap. 8: Physical Development: Early Childhood 
Feb. 22, 24




Week #7


Chap.11: Physical Development: Middle Childhood

27, 29: Mar. 2

Observation Manual (pgs. 64-82)
Week #8


Chap. 6: Cognitive Development: Infancy
Mar. 5, 7



(NO CLASSES – MAR. 9)
Week #9


Chap. 9: Cognitive Development: Early Childhood 

Mar. 12, 14, 16 

Mar. 16, Papers Due
Week #10


Chap. 12: Cognitive Development: Middle Childhood

Mar. 19, 21, 23

OM: HW#3 Due – Mar. 23
Week #11


Chap. 7; Social and Emotional Development: Infancy
Mar. 26, 28, 30

Observation Manual (pgs.91-124 )
Apr. 2-8


Spring Recess

Week #12


Chap. 10; Social and Emotional Development: Early Childhood 
Apr. 9, 11, 13
Week #13


Chap. 13; Social and Emotional Development: Middle Childhood 
Apr. 16, 18, 20

OM: HW#4 Due – Apr. 20
Week #14


Chap.15; Cognitive Development: Adolescence
Apr. 23, 25, 27



Week #15


TBA 
Apr. 30: 2, 4



Week #16


Team Meetings/ Team Presentations
May 7, 9, 11


(Group Papers Due:  May. 11)

Week #17


Team Presentations
May 14, 16, 18

Final Review 
May 23


Final Exam: Wednesday / 11:10am – 1:40pm

I, the instructor, may modify this course schedule at any time.  Thus, it is important for you, the student, to check in and to stay updated with the class announcement.
