Music Listening and Enjoyment
Music: "organized sound in time"
A few other definitions:
Aesthetics: that branch of philosophy and psychology which attempts to systematize a body of ideas and principles that deal with the beautiful, sensation, and emotion, as related to works of art.

Art: a free expression in which the artist vividly communicates to others ... what he sees in his mind's eye.

Musical Aesthetics: " ... the study of the relationship of music to the human senses and intellect." (Apel)  ... dealing with "the beautiful" in music.

A few quotes from The Enjoyment of Music by Joseph Machlis (New York: W. W. Norton & Co., Inc., 1963.):

"Music has been called the language of emotions.  This is a not unreasonable metaphor; for music, like language, aims to communicate meaning.  But it is a different kind of language.  Words are concrete; tone is fluid and intangible.  A word taken by itself has a fixed meaning; a tone assumes meaning only from its association with other tones.  Words convey specific ideas; music suggests elusive states of mind." p. 5

"Music is an art dealing with the organization of tones into patterns.  It is one of the great arts of our civilization, along with literature, painting, sculpture, architecture, and the dance.  Wherever people have lived together, art has sprung up among them as a language charged with feeling and significance.  The desire to create such a language appears to be universal." p. 6

"The function of literature, André Malraux has said, is to reveal to man his hidden greatness.  The art work begins by opening to us the landscape of its creator's inner life.  It ends by revealing us to ourselves." p. 7

Emotions/Feelings/Ideas


Musical Elements
Happiness

Sadness


Melody
Harmony

Joy


Sorrow


Rhythm
Dynamics

Peacefulness
Agitation



Love


Anger/Hatred

Instruments: Brass

Playful

Serious


   
   
  Woodwinds

Majestic

Simple



   
  Strings

Thoughtful

Careless


Guitars/Drums (Percussion)

Gentle

Rough


Keyboard (Piano, Organ)

Casual

Proper


Vocal

Light


Heavy

Elegant

Crude



etc.

Approaches to the music:
1) Where am I?: What kind of a place might you be in when hearing music like this?   ... a church, a nightclub, outdoors at a parade?

2) What's going on?: What kind of activity might accompany music like this?  If this were the soundtrack to a movie, what would be happening?

3) How do I feel?: What kind(s) of emotion(s) does this music bring?

4) What do I hear?: What are the primary sounds that I notice?

