Winds of Nagual  (1985)

"A Musical Fable on the Writings of Carlos Castaneda"

Michael Colgrass (b. 1932)

Michael Colgrass, winner of the Pulitzer Prize (in 1978 for Déjà vu, a concerto for 4 Percussionists and Orchestra) writes:  "Many band pieces are by nature outgoing, but Winds of Nagual is music, I'd like to suggest, you go inside to listen to, the way a composer might listen while composing.  Sometimes when I'm composing I see music almost like it's a film.  This piece was inspired by the writings of Carlos Castaneda and the tales of his experiences in Mexico with a Yaqui Indian sorcerer named Don Juan Matisse.  Carlos experiences a fantastic 13-year apprenticeship where he learns secrets of pre-Columbian wisdom that develops his personal creativity . . . what Don Juan calls the 'Nagual.'

"Each of the characters in the fable has a musical theme: Juan's is dark and ominous, yet gentle and kind; Carlos' is open, direct and naive.  We hear Carlos' theme throughout the piece from constantly changing perspectives, as Juan submits him to long desert marches, encounters with terrifying powers and altered states of reality.  A comic aspect is added to the piece by Don Genaro, a sorcerer friend of Juan's, who frightens Carlos with fantastic tricks like disappearing and re-appearing at will.

"The listener need not read Castaneda's books to enjoy the work, and I don't expect anyone to follow the exact scenario.  My object is to capture the mood and atmosphere created by the books and to convey a feeling of the relationship that develops as a teacher of ancient wisdom tries to cultivate heart in an analytical young man of the technological age."

Winds of Nagual
by Michael Colgrass

The Program

1. The Desert; Don Juan emerges from the mountains . . .
A. The Desert




      
Woodwinds, muted brass

B. Don Juan emerges from the Mountains

Brass (Hns.)

C. Carlos approaches Don Juan


Bb Clar.

D. Carlos unsure of himself


         (rush - drag, tentative)

E. Don Juan shows Carlos a new concept of himself
  Alto Flute, Harp

F. Hesitantly, unsure (Carlos)



Bb Clar.

2. Don Genaro appears.
A. Don Genaro appears



Woodwinds

B. Genaro clowns for Carlos
            
+ cowbells, mallets, trbns. (glizz.)

C. Genaro satirizes Carlos
   

Wws, piano, "sentimental trpts" 








(dark)

D. Genaro laughing



Wws

E. Genaro leaps to a mountain top

+ trpt., trbn.

F. Genaro disappears



Wws, harp

3. Carlos stares at the river and becomes a bubble . . .
A. Carlos stares at the water ... 


     
Celeste, Harp, Vibra


is transfixed by the ripples on the water       
Flute, muted brass

B. Carlos is mesmerized by the bubbles ... 


and becomes a bubble ... and travels with the river ...

C. Carlos tumbling in cascades of water


Woodwinds

D. Juan jolts Carlos awake with a shrill voice
      
Piccs, Eb Clar., Bells

E. Carlos feels euphoric ... climbs out of the water
            as before

4. The Gait of Power
A. Don Juan shows Carlos how to leap

Low Wws, Low Brass, Perc.


between boulders in the dark


(Timp., B.D.)

B. Carlos tries it





(- pointilistic - )

C. Something moves in the dark


Trombones

D. A terrifying creature leaps at Carlos ... Carlos runs ...   + Piccs, Clars.


It chases Carlos ... It grabs his throat
Trumpets

E. Carlos exerts his will




Low Brass

5. Asking Twilight for Calmness and Power . . .
A. Carlos calls to the desert from a hilltop
Eb Cl., Sop. Sax.

B. Carlos dances





Alto Fl., Al. Sax., Vibra

C. Carlos meditates




Sop. Sax., Hp., Marimba

D. Carlos moves again




Trpt., Celesta, B. Cl.

E. He feels a deep calm and joy


Flugel Hrn., Hns., Hp.

F. Nightfall ... Mist rolls in and the moon rises
Wws., muted Brass

6. Don Juan clowns for Carlos . . .






           
 Wws., Brass

Very silly - Dance

"Broken Record"

gradually falls apart     



 
(- pointilistic -)

7. Last Conversation and Farewell
A. Dialogue between Juan and Carlos

Brass, Wws.

B. Carlos leaps into the abyss ...


tutti


and explodes into a thousand views of the world

