Porgy and Bess  (1934-35)

an opera by

George Gershwin (1898-1937)

1) Summertime
Summertime and the livin' is easy,

Fish are jumpin', and the cotton is high.

Oh yo' daddy's rich, and yo' ma is good lookin',

So hush, little baby, don' yo' cry.

One of these mornin's you're goin' to rise up singin',

Then you'll spread yo' wings an you'll take the sky.

But till that mornin', there's a-nuttin' can harm you

With Daddy and Mammy standin' by.

2) It Ain't Necessarily So
3) I Loves You, Porgy
Bess





Porgy
I loves you, Porgy,


don' let him take me,

Don' let him handle me


an' drive me mad.

If you kin keep me,


I wants to stay here

Wid you forever,


and I'd be glad.







There, there, Bess,







you don' need to be afraid no mo',








you's picked up happiness








and laid yo' worries down.







You goin' to live easy,








you goin' to live high.







You goin' to outshine every 








woman in dis town.







An' remember, when Crown come,








that's my business. Bess!

I loves you, Porgy,


What you think I is, anyway,

Don't let him take me,


To let dat dirty houn'dog

Don't let him handle me


steal my woman?

With his hot han'.



If you wants to stay wid Porgy,

If you kin keep me


you goin' stay.

I wants to stay here


You got a home now, honey,

wid you forever.



an' you got love.

I got my man.



So stop yo' cryin',








can't you understan'?







You goin' to go about yo' business,








singin' cause







You got Porgy, you got yo' man.

Rhapsody in Blue  (1924)

originally for "Jazz Band and Piano"

Later rescored for orchestra by Grofe

*Jazz rhythms and performance practices (wah-wah mutes)


*Importance of the melodic line



*Many changes in tempo

Rhapsody = a musical composition of irregular form having an 
improvisatory character.

Rhapsodic = extravagantly emotional.

Cadenza = a technically brilliant sometimes improvised solo passage 
toward the close of a concerto.

