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A Survivor from Warsaw, a dramatic cantata for narrator, male chorus, and orchestra, deals with a single episode in the murder of 6 million Jews by the Nazis during World War II. Schoenberg wrote the text himself, partly basing it on a direct report by one of the few survivors of the Warsaw ghetto. Over 400,000 Jews from this ghetto died in extermination camps or of starvation; many others perished during a heroic revolt against the Nazis in 1943. The narrator’s text is spoken in English, except for some terrifying Nazi commands, which are shouted in German. The narrator’s part is a kind of Sprechstimme, the novel speech-singing developed by Schoenberg. The rhythms of the spoken words are precisely notated, but their pitch fluctuations are indicated only approximately.
The text of Shema Yisroel :
Shema Yisroel Adonoy elohenoo Adonoy ehod.


Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One!
Veohavto es Adonoy eloheho behol levoveho oovehol nafsheho 

oovehol meodeho. 


And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 


with all thy soul, and with all thy might.
Vehoyoo haddevoreem hoelleh asher onohee metsavveho hayyom 

al evoveho. 


And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in 


thy heart.
Veshinnantom levoneho vedibbarto bom beshivteho beveteho 


oovelehteho baddereh ooveshohbeho oovekoomeho.


And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and 



speak of them when thou sittest in thy house, and when thou 


goest on the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou 



risest up.

