Symphony No. 9 in E minor, op. 95

"From the New World" (1893)

Antonín Dvorák (1841-1904)

Symphony - in four movements:

I. Adagio; Allegro molto (Slow introduction; Very fast)


2. Largo (Very slow) [uses melody "Going Home"]


3. Scherzo: Molto vivace (Very lively) [It. lit. scherzo = joke]


4. Allegro con fuoco (Fast with fire)

"It is interesting to reflect on the chance strokes of fate that combine to produce a masterpiece.  The 'New World' Symphony would never have been written in its present form had not a certain Mrs. Jeanette Thurber . . . decided to found an American National Conservatory of Music, and looked to Europe for its Director . . . .  Had Dvorák been a more introverted composer, less curious about the "new world" in which he found himself, the symphony would not have been the vivid picture of America that it is, and would not have contained those haunting Negro- and Indian-type melodies which have given the work its tremendous popularity.

" . . . He was introduced to the wealth of Negro folk-song by the Black singer Thacker Burleigh, and immediately saw that it could form the basis of an American folk-art, just as Bohemian folk-music had been used for that purpose by himself. . . .  Nor did Dvorák neglect the other indigenous folk-music of the United States, that of the American Indians.  He came across a Czech translation of Longfellow's 'Song of Hiawatha,' and was fascinated by it.  He made a study of Indian melodies, and noted down several ideas . . . .  One of the themes found its way into the 'New World' Symphony.
"The American character of the work is not confined to the themes, however: the whole score brilliantly evokes the American scene.  The three quick movements capture the sense of urgent hurry, . . . while the Largo portrays the vast panorama of the American landscape, the serene expanse of the 'wide open spaces.' "                     

Deryck Cooke

