Scheherazade  Op. 35 (1888)

Nicolai Rimsky-Korsakov (1844-1908)

"The Sultan Schahriar, convinced that all women are false and faithless, vowed to put to death each of his wives after the first nuptial night.  But the Sultana Scheherazade saved her life by entertaining her lord with fascinating tales, told seriatim, for a thousand and one nights.  The Sultan, consumed with curiosity, postponed from day to day the execution of his wife, and finally repudiated his bloody vow entirely." 













N R-K

I. The Sea and Sinbad's Ship

II. The Story of the Kalander Prince

III. The Young Prince and Princess

IV. Festival at Baghdad

"Only in recent years have we come to realize the proximity of Russia and the storied East.  But Russians have always realized it, as well they might since so many of them bear within themselves the genes inherited from the hordes of Genghis Khan.  Many Russian composers have felt this influence; but Rimsky-Korsakov was almost unique in his ability to write music imbued with the perfumes, the glowing colors, the brilliant and exotic life of the oldest part of the Old World.  To project these ideas through an instrument so sophisticated and Occidental as the symphony orchestra of today required a special genius in a special department of composition.  Rimsky was possessed of this genius to a degree approached by only one other composer - Richard Strauss.  He wrote, in Scheherazade, music that is neither profound nor superficial, neither intellectual nor sensual, nor greatly varied or highly developed in its melodic content; yet he accomplished a living, moving musical portrait of the East, as fancy would have it, that is one of our musical treasures.  He did so through the one musical skill that was uniquely his: his genius in orchestration."
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