1812 Festival Overture  Op. 49 (1880)

Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky (1840-1893)

(first performed in 1882)

Overture 1812 is a graphic description in music of the clash of two armies, with Napoleon's Grand Army obviously coming off badly.  In Tchaikovsky's case the battle so depicted is the Battle of Borodino, a village on the Dnieper River less than a hundred miles from Moscow.  There, on September 7, 1812, the French actually forced the Russians into retreat after a fierce struggle, and the Russian general Kutusov reluctantly abandoned Moscow to the invaders.  But it was a pyrrhic victory (Tchaikovsky's score leaves no doubt about that).  Napoleon took a deserted Moscow, and waited in vain for the Czar to sue for peace.  Ignoring warnings about the severity of the Russian winter, he lingered too long in the illusion that surrender was imminent.  His army of 100,000 did not leave Moscow until October 19, and by the time it crossed the Niemen River into Poland in mid-December 1812, its number had been reduced to less than 40,000.



Russian Tunes


French Tune


God Preserve Thy People
Marseillaise


God Preserve the Czar


+ Folk-Tunes

Peer Gynt Suite  (1876)

Edvard Grieg (1843-1907)

based on the dramatic poem by Ibsen

1) Prelude (Act 1) Wedding Scene

7) Prelude (Act 4) Morning

2) Wedding March




8) Arabian Dance

3) Prelude (Act 2) Abduction &

9) Anitra's Dance


Ingrid's Lament



10) Solveig's Song

4) In the Hall of the Mountain King

11) Prelude (Act 5) Return

5) Dance of the Mountain King's


of Peer Gynt - Storm


Daughter





Scene 

6) Aase's Death




12) Solveig's Cradle Song

absolute music = music which stands "on its own"

program music = music which has an extra-musical connection
