Pictures at an Exhibition  (1874)

Modest Moussorgsky  (1839-1881)

orchestrated by Maurice Ravel in 1922

1. Promenade




Piano/orchestra

   ...   ...   ...

2. Catacombs




Piano/orchestra

3. The Hut on Fowl's Legs (Baba Yaga)
orchestra

4. The Great Gate at Kiev


orchestra

"In the homes of the Russian gentry, children lived in a supernatural world which they loved and in which they believed.  For them, Baba-Yaga, the witch who lived in a hut standing on hen's legs, or Kaschei, the cruel and immortal giant, were beings whose characters were well known, who were always present, and inspired love, friendship, terror, or hatred."  Moussorgsky spoke about the effect that fairytales, as well as folk-songs, had on him . . .

Like the other Russian composers of his time, Moussorgsky had undergone very incomplete musical training and was an army officer or civil servant most of his life.  This had obvious disadvantages, yet the lack of academic constraints helped him, such was his genius, towards the sort of vivid immediacy found here.  In fact, with its wealth of fantasy and sharp delineation of a wide variety of images, Pictures at an Exhibition is exactly the kind of music that might have been expected from him . . .

In 1913 Ravel and Stravinsky were commissioned by the impresario Serge Diaghilev to complete and re-orchestrate Khovanschina (an opera), which Moussorgsky had left unfinished.  Their manuscript is lost, but as Ravel had always been a student of Moussorgsky's work it was altogether appropriate that the conductor Serge Koussevitsky should ask him to orchestrate Pictures at an Exhibition.  The work was done in 1922 though not published until 1929.  Koussevitsky gave the first performance at the Paris Opéra on October 19, 1922.

