Piano Concerto in A Minor (1868)

Edvard Grieg (1843-1907)

"Edvard Grieg was only 25 when he composed this most popular of piano concertos.  It was a very happy time in his life; he had married the year before and had just become the father of a daughter.  A vacation was called for, with much time for composing, and the young couple left for the lovely countryside of Denmark, leaving their new baby with adoring grandparents.  Grieg spent the summer taking long walks, composing, and meeting friends in the evenings.  In this relaxed atmosphere the piano concerto was born.  From the very first performance critics and friends alike have claimed to hear nature in the work, and perhaps the place of creation did give the music some of its natural beauty.

"The concerto was dedicated to the pianist Edmund Neupert, who premiered the work in Copenhagen on April 3, 1869.  Neupert wrote to Grieg after the performance: 'On Saturday your divine concerto resounded in the great hall of the Casino.  The triumph I achieved was tremendous.  Even as early as the cadenza in the first movement the public broke into a real storm.  The three dangerous critics, Gade, Rubinstein and Hartmann, sat in the stalls and applauded with all their might.  I send you greetings from Rubinstein and say he is astounded to have heard a composition of such genius.  He would like to make your acquaintance.'

"The concerto, though not played as often today as it once was, due perhaps to its unabashedly melodic beauties, which are not much in critical favor, remains nevertheless a truly joyous musical experience for the listener.  This will assure its popularity for a long time to come regardless of the fads in musical circles."

~ James J. Frey

Terms:

concerto  - piece for solo instrument with accompanying ensemble in 



three movements (usually Fast-Slow-Fast)

cadenza  - a free, improvised section for the soloist

