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Symphony No. 3 in Eb Major "Eroica" (1803-1804)

Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)

"Beethoven's Third Symphony is one of those rare works which can be said to have created a musical revolution single-handed.  It is known that Beethoven conceived the idea of writing a symphony in Napoleon's honor; the composer spent most of the years 1803 and 1804 in the actual composition; and when he heard that Napoleon had crowned himself Emperor, he tore up the dedication.  More than any other symphony except Beethoven's Ninth, the Eroica (the title is the composer's) changed the face of music and the history of the symphony.  Its huge size (twice the length of any Haydn or Mozart symphony) and vast complexity made it more than problematical for many of Beethoven's contemporaries.  Up to now, with very few exceptions, his compositions had been almost unanimously successful; with the Eroica, Beethoven began to move forward faster than many of his contemporaries could comprehend.  Yet there were always men and women ready to follow the composer even in the wildest flights of his incredible fantasy . . . ."

H. C. Robbins Landon
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