Symphony No. 9 "Choral" (1824)

Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)

Orchestra + Choir and Soloists



Women



Men



Soprano = high


Tenor = high



Alto = middle to low

Bass = low

Beethoven worked intermittently over a period of years on his Symphony No. 9, often altering his plans (as was his custom) but with the basic concept fixed firmly in his mind.  However, the work's distinguishing section (the final choral movement) was not part of the early design. Beethoven originally sketched a purely instrumental finale, and it can only have been a flash of inspiration that caused him to turn to the "Ode to Joy" of the great German poet Friedrich Schiller.  During April 1822, Beethoven contracted, for the sum of fifty pounds, to supply the London Philharmonic Society with a new symphony, with the Society to have exclusive performance rights for a full year.  For some reason, even though he received the money, Beethoven did not fulfill the bargain, but instead yielded to the pressure of friends and admirers to have the first performance of his Symphony No. 9 take place in Vienna.

The composer was on hand during the rehearsal period of his new work and obviously knew how the symphony should be presented.  At one point, a soloist complained about the extreme difficulty of her part, but Beethoven adamantly refused to make any alterations.  To this day, singers still find the score one of the most challenging in the vocal literature.

The concert took place on May 7, 1824, with the program consisting of "the latest products of the pen of Herr Ludwig van Beethoven."  During the performance of the Symphony No. 9, the composer helped to conduct the orchestra, following the score and indicating tempos at the beginning of each movement.  The work was greeted with a thunderous ovation, but Beethoven, now almost totally deaf, was unaware of the acclaim.  One of the soloists turned him around to face the audience, to enable him to see the applause that he was never more to hear.

