Chesapeake Bay and Oysters – How Can the Bay Be Saved? 

   Currently, there is controversy about whether or not to introduce a foreign species of oyster into Chesapeake Bay.  Native species are susceptible to disease and pollution that has nearly eliminated them from the bay.  The Suminoe species of oyster is resistant to the disease, and could restore the substantial economy that depends upon the oyster harvest.

   Read about this issue at http://noaa.chesapeakebay.net/index.aspx.  Be sure to read about the background of this issue, as well as the biology of both the native and non-native species of oysters.  

   In addition, review these websites for more information:

Chesapeake Bay Foundation – http://www.cbr.org
Chesapeake Bay Program – http://www.chesapeakebay.net/
Be prepared to discuss and analyze the options of policymakers in trying to improve this situation.  To ensure your preparation, there will be a short quiz on these readings at the beginning of class.

